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PREFACE 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen., 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health  Service 
and  the  health  of  the  school  child  in  the  administrative  county  for  1957. 

As  in  former  years  it  as  been  compiled  by  Dr.  Shanley,  the  Deputy 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  together  with  report  (Appendix)  by  Dr. 
H.  J.  Peters  on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  in  Stockton-on-Tees. 

The  opening  of  Redworth  Hall  residential  school  for  delicate  senior 
boys  provides  a welcome  addition  to  the  accommodation  available  in  the 
county.  It  is  now  in  full  use  and  it  is  occasionally  possible  to  assist  other 
authorities. 

The  health  of  the  school  children  has  been  generally  good  with  a 
reduction  in  proportion  of  children  whose  official  classification  is  described 
as  unsatisfactory. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year  there  has  been  no  confirmed  case  of 
diphtheria  in  the  administrative  county.  There  are  indications  that  this 
satisfactory  position  which  has  been  built  up  as  a result  of  great  effort 
over  a period  of  years  may  be  in  jeopardy.  A better  response  to  the  offers 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  would  provide  a greater  margin  of 
safety. 

I take  the  opportunity  again  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  School  Health 
Department,  and  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff,  particularly  the 
Head  Teachers  and  Teachers  for  their  help  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee  for  their  continued 
consideration  and  support. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


IAN  McCRACKEN. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  DURHAM 


EDUCATION  (MEDICAL)  DEPARTMENT. 


Fiftieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal  School 

Medical  Officer. 


General  Statistics. 

The  numbers  given  below  relate  to  the  Administrative  County  Area 
excluding  the  Excepted  Division  of  Stockton-on-Tees.  Figures  relating  to 
this  Division  appear  in  Dr.  Peters’  report  in  Appendix  VI. 


Type  of  School. 

No. 

No.  on 

Nursery 

18 

755 

Primary 

396 

106,161 

Secondary  Modem 

95 

28,201 

Secondary  Grammar  ) 

Grammar/Technical  j 

18 

9,201 

Hospital  Schools  ... 

1 

20 

Special  Schools 

4 

258 

532 

144,596 

6 


Staff  of  the  School  Health  Service . 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : — 

Ian  McCracken,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : — 

George  H.  Shanley,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Assistant  to  Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  : — 

Walter  E.  Rigby,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

School  Medical  Officers  : — 

George  L.  Anderson,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Commenced  1.4.57). 

Kamila  W.  Balut  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Temporary). 

Sheila  M.  Bowerbank,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Francis  G.  Carr  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Temporary). 

Phyllis  B.  Clinton  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

Frank  Cort,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  L.R.C.P.  (Resigned  31.1.57). 

Alexandra  J.  Edwards  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Temporary). 

Francis  H.  Eves  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Temporary — Resigned  31.1.57). 
Maurice  B.  Griffith,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

John  M.  H.  Hopper,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.obst.R.C.O.G.,  C.P.FI.  (Temporary — 
Resigned  28.2.57). 

Thomas  F.  M.  Jackson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.  (Commenced  1.3.57. 
Resigned  31.7.57). 

Susan  MacMahon,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Alastair  R.  McNaughton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dorothy  D.  Nichol,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Amy  M.  Parkinson,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Duncan  P.  Pick,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Joyce  Shaw  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  B.S.  (Temporary). 

Sheila  Sherrington  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  B.S.  (Temporary). 

Kathleen  M.  Stevens,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Rosa  Strunin  (Mis.),  M.D. 

Shirley  M.  C.  Thompson  (Mrs.),  M.B.,  B.S.  (Temporary). 

Walter  Welsh,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

Alexander  S.  M.  Wilson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  C.P.H.  (Commenced 
28.10.57). 

Mary  A.  Wynne,  M.B.,  B.S. 

John  G.  Paley,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Part-time). 

School  Medical  Officer  (to  act  as  Dental  Anaesthetist) : — 

Francis  T.  Hardy,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

School  Oculists  : — 

Edgar  F.  H.  Bell,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Georgina  A.  McNicol,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer  : — 

Arthur  T.  Picton,  L.D.S.  (Died  18.8.57). 

School  Dental  Officers  : — 

Kathleen  M.  Atkinson  (Mrs.),  L.D.S.  (Temporary — Commenced  Part-time 
1.2.57.  Full-time  13.5.57). 

John  N.  Cairncross,  L.D.S. 
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Arthur  B.  Gibson,  B.D.S. 

Raymond  M.  Haddon,  B.D.S.  (Commenced  1.1.57). 

Margaret  M.  Lishman  (Mrs.),  L.D.S. 

Charles  A.  F.  Lloyd,  L.D.S. 

Nancy  Lockett  (Mrs.),  B.D.S. 

Avril  Potts,  L.D.S. 

Mary  M.  Tully,  B.D.S. 

Richard  E.  Burn,  B.D.S.  (Part-time).  (Resigned  1.2.57). 

Ayoob  A.  Ebrahim,  L.D.S.  (Part-time).  (Commenced  25.3.57). 

William  C.  Hodge,  L.D.S.  (Part-time). 

Bhopinder  S.  Naru,  L.D.S.  (Part-time).  (Commenced  4.11.57.  Resigned 
29.11.47). 

Jane  M.  Sim  (Mrs.),  L.D.S.  (Part-time). 

Brian  Thompson,  B.D.S.  (Part-time). 

Anne  E.  Walton,  L.D.S.  (Part-time).  (Commenced  15.1.57). 

Senior  Educational  Psychologist  : — 

Jack  Sellers,  B.A. 

Assistant  Educational  Psychologist  : — 

John  Gordon,  M.A.,  B.Ed.,  Dip. Ed.  (Commenced  1.12.57). 

Geoffrey  H.  Joynt,  B.A.,  Ed.B.  (Commenced  16.9.57.  Resigned  31.12.57). 
Dorothea  E.  Meyerhof,  B.A.  (Resigned  31.5.57). 

Francis  G.  Mahoney,  B.A.  (Commenced  1.10.57). 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker  : — 

Kathleen  W.  Hudson  (Mrs.),  D.S.Sc.,  D.M.H.  (Part-time).  (Resigned  16.2.57) 

Speech  Therapists  : — 

Elizabeth  B.  Berthon,  L.C.S.T. 

Edith  J.  Gentles,  L.C.S.T.  (Resigned  31.3.57). 

Barbara  Strong  (Mrs.)  (nee  Welsh),  L.C.S.T. 

Edith  M.  Taylor,  L.C.S.T.  (Part-time).  (Commenced  1.4.57). 

Nursing  Staff  : — 

A.  Fraser,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  assisted  by  a staff  of  110 
Health  Visitors  who  devote  part  of  their  time  to  school  work. 

School  Nurses  : — 

Veronica  Adamson  (Commenced  1.9.57). 

Nellie  Anderson. 

Elizabeth  J.  Atkinson. 

Sarah  J.  Boyes. 

Isabel  Broadley  (Mrs.). 

Ivy  Cairns  (Mrs.). 

Veronica  Callan. 

Margaret  M.  Carr  (Mrs.). 

Anne  Chatterton  (Commenced  1.11.57). 

Edith  Cobb  (Mrs.). 

Lilian  Costigan  (Mrs.). 

Morag  E.  J.  Denham. 

Lily  Dent  (Mrs.). 

Edna  Hey. 

Sarah  Hood. 

Vera  Ledger. 

Jean  Locke  (Resigned  31.1.57). 
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Winifred  Lourie. 

Margaret  McCluskey  (Mrs.). 

Georgina  Moore. 

Elsie  Reed. 

Elsie  Wilkinson. 

Ann  Winsper  (Mrs.). 

Monica  Steele  (Resigned  28.2.57). 

Clinic  Attendant  : — 

Freda  Parsons  (Mrs.). 

School  Dental  Attendants  : — 

Mary  J.  Armstrong  (Mrs.)  (Commenced  28.10.57). 
Janet  Benson. 

Sarah  E.  Bland. 

Mary  K.  Brown  (Resigned  30.11.57). 

Alma  Close. 

Freda  A.  Harrison  (Mrs.)  (nee  Carter). 

Marion  W.  Jamieson. 

Ida  Jennison. 

Nellie  Porter. 

Jane  I.  Purvis. 

Olive  Savage. 

Charity  S.  Smart  (Mrs.). 

Lily  Walker. 

Elsie  Kennedy  (Mrs.)  (Part-time). 

Clerical  Staff  : — 

James  Taylor  (Chief  Clerk). 

Norman  Lee. 

Joseph  Hutchinson. 

Wilfred  J.  Plumb. 

Thomas  A.  Eddy. 

Claude  S.  Gooch. 

Matthew  R.  Tate. 

Bewick  Brown. 

Joseph  Willis. 

Ernest  Sanderson. 

James  T.  Brownlow. 

Ronald  B.  Newton. 

John  Price  (Resigned  30.6.57). 

Leslie  Bryan. 

John  G.  Glenwright. 

•(■Albert  Toal. 

*Richard  Watson. 

JOwen  McArdle. 

*John  A.  Tomlinson. 

Keith  Blenkiron  (H.M.  Forces). 

JAlan  Charlton. 

Henry  A.  Marriner. 

Eva  Gittins  (Resigned  31.7.57). 
f Nancy  Hunter. 

Hannah  Hopwood. 

Mary  I.  Siggens. 

Esther  Chicken. 

Violet  Hunter  (Mrs.). 
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Joyce  Heslop. 

Jean  Hunter. 

Jane  A.  Pallister. 

* Transferred  from  Department  during  year, 
t Transferred  to  Department  during  year. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  A.  T.  Picton  is 
reported.  He  died  on  the  18th  August,  1957  whilst  on  holiday  abroad. 

Practically  the  whole  of  his  dental  career  was  devoted  to  this  County, 
commencing  as  a School  Dental  Officer  at  Birtley  Clinic  on  1st  February, 
1926,  where  he  worked  until  his  appointment  as  Principal  School  Dental 
Officer  in  March,  1947,  which  he  held  until  his  death. 

His  unfailing  courtesy  and  willingness  to  help  at  any  time  impressed 
all  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 


Courses  and  Conferences. 

Members  of  the  School  Health  Service  Staff  attended  courses  and 
conferences  as  set  out  below : — 

Course  on  the  “ Mental  Development  and  Diagnostic  Testing  of  Very  Young,” 
London,  3rd-12th  January,  1957. 

Miss  D.  E.  Meyerhof. 

Course  on  Ascertainment  of  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children  and  Mental 
Defectives,  London,  21st  January-8th  February,  1957. 

Dr.  D.  P.  Pick. 

Dr.  W.  Welsh. 

Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  London, 
llth-12th  April,  1957. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Rigby. 

Annual  Conference  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
lst-5th  July,  1957. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Picton. 

Mrs.  N.  Lockett. 

Refresher  Course  for  School  Medical  Officers,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  4th-llth 
September,  1957. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Shanley. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Parkinson. 

Dr.  J.  Shaw. 

Dr.  R.  Strunin. 


Conference  of  Special  Schools  Association,  Reading,  14th- 15th  September,  1957. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Rigby. 
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Course  on  Ascertainment  of  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children  and  Mental 
Defectives,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  23rd  September- 11th  October,  1957. 

Dr.  G.  L.  Anderson. 

Dr.  P.  B.  Clinton. 

Conference  on  “ The  Challenge  of  Mental  Deficiency,”  Manchester,  7th-8th 
November,  1957. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Shanley. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE  AND  SANITATION. 

The  provision  of  a supply  of  hot  water  for  handwashing  etc.  in  all  the 
Authority’s  schools  is  the  aim  of  the  Committee.  The  work  of  bringing 
older  schools  up  to  standard  in  this  respect  proceeds  as  quickly  as  possible. 

1.  New  schools  and  colleges  with  hot  water  installation  opened  during  1957  : — 

County  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

County  Secondary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Further  Education  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  Number  of  schools  other  than  new  schools  which  have  had  a hot  water  supply 
installed  during  1957  : — 

Completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

In  hand  but  not  completed  by  31st  December  ...  41 

3.  Total  number  of  schools  with  hot  water  installations  on  the  31st  December, 
1957—205. 

Provision  of  Individual  Towels  for  the  use  of  School  Children . 

The  subject  of  personal  hygiene  relating  to  the  washing  of  hands  was 
considered  very  carefully  by  the  Welfare  Sub-Committee.  Eventually  the 
choice  of  method  of  hand  drying  was  narrowed  to  two.  (i)  Paper  towels  in 
suitable  containers,  (ii)  Individual  cotton  towels  in  separate  containers.  It 
was  considered  that  the  second  alternative  was  preferable  and  individual 
towels  in  suitable  bags  were  issued  to  pupils.  It  has  not  yet  been  possible 
to  assess  whether  or  not  this  meets  with  the  full  hygienic  requirements. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Four  routine  groups  were  examined  as  in  previous  years,  although  as 
reported  last  year,  the  whole  procedure  has  been  under  review  and  arrange- 
ments have  now  been  made  whereby  three  groups  only,  i.e.,  entrants  (5 
years),  10  year  olds  and  leavers  (14  +)  will  be  examined.  The  new  arrange- 
ments operate  from  1st  January,  1958.  Special  examinations  are  arranged 
at  the  request  of  parents  or  head  teachers,  and  pupils  previously  observed 
to  have  defects  requiring  observation  or  treatment  are  re-examined. 
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Children  under  five  years  old,  attending  day  nursery  schools,  are 
examined  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  begin  to  attend  school.  Weekly 
supervision  is  given  by  a nurse  whilst  a school  medical  officer  attends  once 
per  month. 

A school  medical  officer  attends  the  residential  schools  for  education- 
ally sub-normal  children  every  term  and  the  residential  schools  for  delicate 
children  every  month.  The  residential  school  for  delicate  children  at 
Redworth  is  visited  by  a Consultant  Paediatrician  every  month  so  that 
constant  supervision  can  be  maintained. 

Most  parents  attend  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  infants  and 
juniors  but  are  rarely  present  when  the  leavers  are  examined.  Older  child- 
ren, unfortunately,  do  not  encourage  their  parents  to  be  present  at  this 
final  inspection  which  is  a most  important  one  as  it  is  the  last  opportunity 
a school  medical  officer  has  of  discussing  with  a parent  any  defects  a child 
might  have  and  advising  the  parent  of  any  further  treatment  necessary,  and 
of  the  suitability  or  unsuitability  of  certain  types  of  employment. 

The  youth  employment  officer  is  notified  where  necessary  of  the  un- 
suitability of  certain  types  of  employment  for  pupils  when  they  leave 
school. 

47,782  pupils  were  examined  at  the  periodic  medical  inspections  com- 
pared with  45,871  last  year;  1,197  children  were  specially  examined  at 
the  request  of  head  teachers  and  parents,  compared  with  1,367  in  1956; 
and  6,345  re-inspections  were  done  compared  with  3,867  in  1956.  In 
general  there  has  been  no  significant  difference  in  the  incidence  of  defects 
compared  with  1956. 

Physical  Condition. 

1,839  children  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  out  of  a total  of  47,782 
examined  at  routine  medical  inspections,  that  is  3.9%  as  compared  with 
4.4%  in  1956.  All  such  children  are  referred  to  School  Clinics  for  continued 
observation  until  their  condition  is  satisfactory. 


12 


Classification  of  Pupils  Inspected  in  the  Age  Groups,  1957. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

Official  Classification. 

A 

• 

I 

5. 

C. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1955 

37,719 

14,982 

39.72 

21,686 

57.49 

1,051 

2.79 

1956 

45,871 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

43,872 

95.6 

1,999 

4.4 

1957 

47,782 

45,943 

96.1 

1,839 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 


School  Clinics. 

The  new  clinics  at  Durham  and  Wingate  were  opened  in  July  and 
September,  1957,  respectively. 

Durham  Clinic,  a new  building,  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 
caters  for  school  children  and  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

Wingate  Clinic,  a private  house  adapted  for  use  as  a school  clinic, 
is  admirably  situated  in  an  area  which  previously  had  no  clinic  and  where 
children  had  to  travel  many  miles  in  order  to  receive  treatment  under  the 
School  Health  Service. 

The  clinics  are  normally  open  between  the  hours  of  9.30  - 11.30  a.m. 
and  1.30  - 3.30  p.m. 

The  examination  and  treatment  by  school  oculists,  dental  officers, 
educational  psychologists  and  speech  therapists  is  by  appointment  only. 

A full  list  of  school  clinics,  speech  clinics  and  child  guidance  centres 
showing  details  of  services  available  and  the  days  of  attendance  of  staff 
is  given  in  Appendix  III. 

In  general,  treatment  conformed  roughly  to  the  pattern  of  recent  years. 
Skin  Diseases. 

A total  of  1,968  children  were  referred  for  treatment  during  1957, 
compared  with  2,120  cases  in  1956. 

Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. 

An  outbreak  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  at  Bishop  Auckland  has  caused 
considerable  perturbation,  and  some  cases  have  been  of  long  duration. 

Most  cases  have  been  under  treatment  by  the  family  doctors  and  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Consultant  Dermatologists.  The  absence  of  a treatment 
centre  at  the  General  Hospital  meant  virtually  that  the  treatment  has  been 
carried  out  at  home  by  the  parents.  Treatment  of  this  condition  requires 
persistence  and  specialised  knowledge  and  it  can  only  be  carried  out 
efficiently  by  trained  personnel.  When  requested,  treatment  was  carried  out 
by  the  nurse  at  the  School  Clinic.  The  policy  of  offering  the  use  of  the 
Wood’s  Lamp  at  the  clinic  to  general  medical  practitioners  was  continued. 
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In  Hartlepool  a smaller  outbreak  was  quickly  contained  by  a joint 
effort  by  the  School  Health  Service,  the  local  consultant  and  the  General 
Hospital  at  West  Hartlepool. 

Defective  Vision. 

A total  of  12,492  children  were  examined  in  the  County  for  refractive 
error  compared  with  10,150  in  1956,  4,456  being  examined  by  the  school 
oculists. 

Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  10,431  children  and  supplied  by 
opticians  through  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service.  Many  children 
do  not  take  to  the  wearing  of  spectacles  easily  so  that  co-operation  is 
necessary  between  head  teachers  and  parents  to  ensure  that  children,  for 
whom  glasses  have  been  prescribed,  are  encouraged  to  wear  their  spectacles 
regularly. 

Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear , Nose  and  Throat. 

699  cases  were  treated  by  medical  officers  in  the  School  Health  Service 
whilst  1,506  pupils  were  referred,  subject  to  the  family  doctor’s  agreement, 
to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialists  at  the  hospitals  for  operative 
treatment. 

Hearing  Aids. 

5 pupils  have  been  supplied  with  hearing  aids  during  the  year,  one 
through  the  local  authority,  making  a total  of  80  children  with  hearing 
aids  at  the  end  of  1957.  Progress  reports  are  obtained  from  head  teachers 
at  the  end  of  each  term  and  are  sent  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist 
concerned. 

Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

215  children  were  known  to  have  received  treatment  in  the  hospitals 
or  at  the  out-patient  clinics  run  by  the  hospitals.  Information  about  such 
children  is  forwarded  to  the  School  Health  Service  and  to  the  general 
medical  practitioners. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

517  pupils,  referred  by  school  medical  officers,  hospitals  and  medical 
practitioners,  attended  for  sun-ray  treatment,  a total  of  5,715  attendances 
being  made. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 


The  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  children  to  be  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  were  continued  during 
the  year. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

Arrangements  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  school  leavers  continued  as  in  previous  years.  1^,3 16  leavers 
were  immunised  compared  with  T490  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  children  who  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  during  1957  are 
as  follows : — 


District. 

Dates  of 
Vaccination. 

Number 

of 

Schools. 

Number  of  children 
Vaccinated. 

Totals. 

12  yr. 
old. 

13  yr. 
old. 

14  yr. 
old. 

15  yr. 
old. 

Durham  R.D. 

18.  1.57 
25.  1.57 

1.  2.57 

14 

" ’ 

106 

6 

' 

112 

Chester-le- Street  U.D. 

4.10.57 

3 

— - 

115 

6 

— 

121 

Chester-le-Street  R.D. 

11.10.57 

18.10.57 

1.11.57 

8.11.57 

12 

7 

172 

20 

1 

200 

Easington  R.D. 

4.10.57 

11.10.57 

18.10.57 

1.11.57 

8.11.57 

15.11.57 

22.11.57 

29.11.57 

6.12.57 

13.12.57 

22 

6 

468 

33 

507 

Stanley  U.D.  ... 

15.11.57 

22.11.57 

29.11.57 

11 

2 

330 

43 

1 

376 

Mass  Radiography  Service. 

A summary  of  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Units  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  so  far  as  it  affects  school  children^  staff  and  intending 
teachers  is  given  below.  (Figures  for  1956  are  given  in  brackets). 
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(1)  School  Children  * 8808  (8025) 

(2)  Staffs  (i.e0  Teachers,  meals  attendants  and  school  meals 

workers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  568  (609) 

(3)  Candidates  for  admission  to  courses  of  training  for  teaching 

and  to  the  teaching  profession  567  (528) 

Co-operation  with  Medical  Practitioners,  Hospital  and  other  Health 
Services. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  the  closest  co-operation  with  all  allied 
health  services.  The  special  position  of  the  general  medical  practitioner  is 
appreciated  and  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  he  is  kept  fully  informed  about 
his  patients. 

It  is  some  measure  of  the  degree  of  co-operation  between  the  Hospital 
and  Consultant  Services  and  the  School  Health  Service  to  state  that  3,791 
reports  or  notifications  have  been  made  to  the  School  Health  Service  con- 
cerning children  in  the  administrative  County  of  Durham  who  have  been 
seen  at  hospitals  not  only  in  Durham  but  in  the  adjoining  areas.  Many 
of  the  reports  are  in  considerable  detail  and  are  of  the  utmost  value  to 
this  Service. 

Other  Health  Services  contribute  fully  to  matters  common  to  the 
respective  services.  The  help  of  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  has  been 
freely  given  in  all  matters  coming  within  their  province. 

Handicapped  Pupils. 

On  receipt  of  information  from  parents,  hospitals,  general  practitioners 
and  head  teachers,  and  after  full  enquiries  have  been  made,  children  are 
formally  examined  by  school  medical  officers  who  recommend  any  special 
educational  treatment  required. 

This  recommendation  is  made  by  doctors  with  wide  experience  in 
the  school  health  service,  whose  balanced  judgment  enables  them  to  advise 
as  to  what  is  the  most  suitable  special  educational  treatment  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  each  child. 

Pupils  receiving  home  tuition  are  reviewed  at  six-monthly  intervals  so 
that  progress  can  be  noted  and  the  recommendation  changed  where  it  is 
deemed  advisable. 
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Blind  Pupils. 

All  children  whose  vision  is  so  defective  that  special  educational  treat- 
ment will  be  necessary  are  examined  by  a Consultant  Ophthalmologist.  It  is 
the  Authority’s  duty  to  place  such  children  in  the  appropriate  school  as  soon 
as  possible.  An  examination  is  carried  out  by  the  school  medical  officer, 
who  advises  the  parents  what  special  educational  treatment  would  be  most 
suitable  for  their  child.  Blind  babies  can  be  admitted  to  nursery  schools 
at  the  age  of  two,  but  most  parents  are  loath  to  part  with  their  children 
at  such  an  early  age. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  Consultant  Ophthalmologists  during  the 

y csr  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  children  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  during  the  year. . . 6 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

( a ) Special  schools  for  blind  pupils  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Partially  Sighted  Pupils. 

The  provision  of  spectacles,  attention  to  lighting  and  suitable  place- 
ment in  class  enables  many  partially  sighted  children  to  be  educated  in 


ordinary  schools. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  Consultant  Ophthalmologists...  ...  8 

No.  of  children  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  ...  10 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

(a)  Ordinary  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Special  schools  for  partially  sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  Special  schools  for  other  categories  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

( d ) Re-examination ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf  Pupils. 

Information  about  children  who  are  deaf  or  partially  deaf  is  supplied 
by  the  parents  themselves  and  health  visitors  before  a child  reaches  school 
age  so  that  formal  ascertainment  can  take  place  at  an  early  qge.  A number 
of  cases  are  discovered,  however,  when  at  school,  the  information  being 
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obtained  from  head  teachers  and  school  medical  officers.  After  obtaining 
the  parents’  consent,  and  with  the  family  doctor’s  knowledge,  the  children 
undergo  a full  otological  examination  before  any  special  education  is  recom- 
mended. Where  the  recommendation  is  such  that  the  child  receives  special 
educational  treatment  at  school,  full  reports  are  obtained  from  head  teachers 
in  order  that  their  progress  may  be  observed  and  maintained.  Many  auth- 
orities have  audiometric  surveys  of  all  children  in  their  area  in  order  to 
detect  any  child  with  suspected  hearing  loss  but,  up  to  the  present,  the 
practice  in  this  County  is  to  examine  children  referred  specially  by  head 
teachers,  doctors,  parents  and  school  nurses,  because  of  suspected  hearing 
loss. 


Deaf  Pupils. 

No.  of  children  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  daring  the  year  9 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

Special  schools  for  deaf  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Partially  Deaf  Pupils. 


No.  of  children  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  during  the  year  10 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

{a)  Ordinary  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Special  schools  for  partially  deaf  pupils  5 

(c)  Re-examination...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils. 

346  children  were  examined  during  the  year,  193  of  whom  were 
recommended  for  admission  to  special  schools.  The  decrease  in  numbers 
examined  during  the  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  loss  to  the  staff  of  two 
Educational  Psychologists  who  resigned  to  take  up  other  posts.  Their  posts 
wrere  filled  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  opening  of  Whitworth  House  Day  Special  School  and  Walworth 
Castle  Residential  Special  School  for  senior  girls  has  helped  in  the  place- 
ment of  educationally  sub-normal  children  but  the  number  of  children 
recommended  for  special  education  has  increased  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  950  children  were  awaiting  places. 

No.  of  children  examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  346 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

(■ a ) Ordinary  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Special  education  in  ordinary  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(c)  Special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  pupils  ...  ...  193 

(d)  Special  schools  for  other  categories  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(e)  Education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(/)  Incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(g)  Supervision  after  leaving  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(, h ) Re-examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  950 

Epileptic  Pupils. 

The  position  regarding  epileptic  children  is  given  in  the  following 
table : — 

No.  of  children  examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  children  re-examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

(a)  Ordinary  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Special  School  for  Epileptics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Special  School  for  other  categories  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Re-examination...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Maladjusted  Pupils. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  find  places  for  maladjusted  children,  and  although 
by  the  end  of  the  year  6 children  were  suitably  placed  in  special  schools, 
5 children  were  still  awaiting  placement. 
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No.  of  children  who  attended  Child  Guidance  Clinics  during  the  year  95 

No.  of  children  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  during  the  year  5 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

Special  Schools  for  Maladjusted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Physically  Handicapped  Pupils. 

The  situation  regarding  physically  handicapped  pupils  is  summarised 


as  follows:  — 

No.  of  children  examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

No.  of  children  re-examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

(a)  Ordinary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

(i b ) Special  Schools  for  physically  handicapped  pupils  ...  ...  16 

(c)  Special  Schools  for  other  categories  ...  ...  ...  5 

(d)  Hospital  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(e)  Education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(/)  Unsuitable  for  any  school  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

(g)  Re-examination...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school  ...  ...  ...  123 

No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Delicate  Pupils. 

127  children  were  examined  under  Section  34  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944,  during  the  year,  of  whom  70  were  recommended  to  attend  a special 
school.  At  the  end  of  the  year  47  were  receiving  education  in  special  schools, 
and  with  the  opening  of  Windlestone  Hall  in  the  future  the  number  of  pupils 
awaiting  admission  should  diminish. 

The  full  position  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

No.  of  children  examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

No.  of  children  re-examined  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

School  Medical  Officers’  recommendations  : — 

(a)  Ordinary  Schools  30 
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( b ) Special  Schools  for  Delicate  Children 

(c)  Education  otherwise  than  at  school  . . . 

C d ) Re-examination 

0)  Special  schools  for  other  categories  . . . 

No.  in  special  schools  at  end  of  year  

No.  receiving  education  otherwise  than  at  school 
No.  requiring  places  in  special  schools 


70 

12 

13 

2 

47 

7 

70 


Diabetic  and  Epileptic  Holiday  Camps. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  children  to  attend  holiday  camps  under 
the  auspices  of  the  British  Diabetic  Association  and  the  British  Epilepsy 
Association  as  follows:  — 


The  British  Diabetic  Association. 

St.  Monica’s  Hostel,  Kingsdown,  Near  Deal,  Kent  ...  ...  4 

Beverley  Park  Camp,  Harrogate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  British  Epilepsy  Association. 

Evenley  Hall  Holiday  Camp,  Brackley,  Northants  ...  ...  5 


C onv  ales  cent  T reatmen  t. 

Arrangements  were  made  through  the  Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Associa- 
tion for  children  to  have  periods  of  convalescence  at  Convalescent  Homes. 


The  following  report  has  been  submitted  by  the  Assistant  Officer 
responsible  for  the  administrative  arrangements  relating  to  the  education 
and  training  of  handicapped  pupils: — - 

With  the  exception  of  Redworth  Hall  Residential  School  for  Delicate 
Senior  Boys  no  new  schools  were  opened  during  the  year  under  review,  but 
building  work  upon  Horden  and  Felling  Day  Schools  for  Educationally 
Sub-Normal  Pupils  and  Windlestone  Hall  Residential  School  for  Delicate 
Senior  Girls  and  Junior  Mixed  pupils  proceeded  satisfactorily,  so  that  at 
the  end  of  the  year  the  equipment  for  these  schools  was  being  delivered 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  these  schools  admitting  pupils  during  1958. 

The  Ministry  of  Education  during  the  course  of  the  year  approved  in 
principle  the  purchase  of  a large  house  at  Birtley  for  use  as  a residential 
hostel  for  maladjusted  children,  but  did  not  accept  proposals  for  the  building 
of  other  day  special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  pupils,  or  for  a 
residential  school  for  maladjusted  pupils.  This  Authority  is  well  aware  of 
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the  urgency  of  making  additional  places  available  for  handicapped  pupils 
and  continues  to  press  for  permission  to  make  further  developments  in  this 
field. 


At  the  end  of  1957  there  were:  — 

37  pupils  in  Schools  for  delicate  pupils  in  the  County. 

10  pupils  in  Schools  for  delicate  pupils  outside  the  County. 

70  pupils  on  the  waiting  list. 

216  pupils  in  E.S.N.  special  schools  in  the  County. 

44  pupils  in  E.S.N.  special  schools  outside  the  County. 

950  pupils  on  the  waiting  list. 

These  figures  explain  the  need  for  further  provision  within  the  County, 
not  only  because  of  the  desirability  of  being  able  to  educate  handicapped 
children  near  their  homes,  but  also  because  of  the  great  difficulty,  due  to 
the  national  shortage  of  E.S.N.  school  places,  of  obtaining  places  in  schools 
outside  the  Administrative  Area. 

Dinsdale  Park  School , 1957. 

The  school  opened  after  the  Christmas  vacation  with  seventy-three 
pupils  on  the  roll  and  by  Easter  the  number  had  risen  to  eighty-five. 
During  the  year,  eight  boys  were  discharged  on  reaching  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  and  ten  girls  were  admitted. 

With  the  addition  of  another  teacher  to  the  teaching  staff  it  became 
possible  to  divide  the  school  into  five  classes,  instead  of  the  previous  four. 
Each  class  has  now  less  than  twenty  pupils.  This  change  has  been  very 
beneficial  and  better  results  are  being  achieved,  particularly  with  the  junior 
classes. 

The  number  of  children’s  attendants  was  increased  to  six  in  January, 
in  order  to  cope  with  the  increased  number  of  junior  children.  This  has 
enabled  the  children  to  be  divided  into  smaller  groups  with  a result  that 
more  individual  care  to  each  child’s  problem  has  been  given  and  much 
more  varied  activities  have  been  possible. 

An  innovation  this  year  was  a trip  to  the  seaside,  which  proved  to  be 
very  successful.  It  is  hoped  to  make  this  an  annual  event. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Ministry  of  Education  approval 
was  obtained  to  commence  on  the  extensive  alterations  to  this  school  which 
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are  necessary  in  order  to  improve  residential  facilities.  The  completion  of 
this  work  will  provide  a new  dining  room  and  kitchen  block,  improved 
toilet  arrangements  and  much  needed  common  rooms  and  quiet  rooms  for 
the  children.  With  reduced  numbers  it  has  been  possible,  thanks  to  the 
improvisation  and  keenness  of  the  Headmaster,  Matron  and  all  the  staff,  to 
keep  the  school  open  for  educational  and  residential  purposes. 

Walworth  Castle  Residential  School. 

In  January,  1957,  the  school  re-opened  with  47  senior  girls  on  roll 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  nine  more  had  been  admitted. 

Of  these  pupils,  39  were  transferred  here  from  Dinsdale  Park  School, 
the  remainder  came  from  various  schools  of  the  County  Administrative 
Area. 

Every  child  settled  well  into  school  routine  and  it  has  been  possible  to 
give  the  pupils  the  benefits  of  wide  outside  contacts.  Within  the  school, 
there  have  been  social  occasions  for  associating  with  school  groups  from 
Darlington  and  Denton,  talks  by  outstanding  local  people  such  as  an 
ornithologist  and  members  of  the  various  visiting  associations  which  have 
been  here — the  Hebburn  Community  Centre  Group,  several  parent/teacher 
associations  and  Teachers’  Associations.  Local  farmers  also  have  been  inter- 
ested in  shewing  the  girls  their  work  and  stock. 

Through  the  generosity  of  parents  and  friends,  the  girls  have  enjoyed 
a wide  view  of  their  countryside  and  other  ways  of  living.  The  whole  school 
made  tours  to  the  Lake  District,  the  dales  of  North  Yorkshire,  Swaledale 
and  Wensleydale  and  to  the  City  of  York.  Lesser  excursions  with  smaller 
groups  were  made  to  High  Force,  Bowes  Museum,  Thornaby  Aerodrome, 
Redcar  and  Saltburn. 

It  was  also  possible  with  the  aid  of  the  Physical  Education  Depart- 
ment to  include  swimming  and  camping  in  the  recreational  activities  of  the 
school.  Regular  visits  were  made  to  Darlington  Baths  and  almost  all  the 
girls  attended.  Camping  was  limited  to  the  Castle  grounds  last  year. 

Throughout  the  year  nearly  all  parents  have  visited  the  children 
regularly  and  taken  great  interest  in  their  development,  and  at  Christmas 
more  than  a hundred  joined  the  pupils  and  staff  in  a Christmas  Party. 

Of  the  five  girls  who  completed  their  school  life  in  this  year,  four 
found  jobs,  two  in  factories,  one  as  home  help  and  another  as  a chiropo- 
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dist’s  assistant^  but  the  fifth  was  found  to  be  in  need  of  further  special 
care. 

Whitworth  House  Day  School. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  has  increased  from  85 
to  91  (54  boys  and  37  girls). 

Progress  in  reading  and  arithmetic  was  generally  satisfactory  as  shown 
by  the  results  of  the  objective  tests  set  and  the  diagnostic  work  carried 
out.  Activities  continued  to  play  a predominant  part  in  the  school  work. 
With  the  acquisition  of  a new  garden  site,  a start  was  made  growing  veget- 
ables, while  in  the  greenhouse,  tomatoes  and  flowering  plants  for  the  class- 
rooms were  raised.  Bee-keeping  and  the  keeping  of  pets  also  formed  part 
of  the  outside  activities.  Drama  was  further  developed  with  the  emphasis 
on  the  benefit  of  emotional  play  experience  rather  than  the  polished  per- 
formance. Puppetry  was  introduced  and  a project  involving  the  construction 
of  a puppet-theatre  with  stage  lighting  together  with  the  making  of  puppets 
and  stage  properties  was  carried  out. 

Thoughout  the  year  careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  funda- 
mentals of  Social  Training. 

In  October  a member  of  the  teaching  staff  was  seconded  to  attend 
a one  year  special  course  held  at  Birmingham  University  for  the  Diploma 
in  the  Education  of  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children. 

Redworth  Hall  Residential  School. 

This  school  for  delicate  senior  boys,  situated  six  miles  from 
Darlington  in  extensive  park  land,  first  admitted  children  on  the  22nd 
January,  1957.  During  the  period  ended  the  31st  December,  1957,  forty- 
six  children  were  admitted  and  eight  discharged.  These  were  drawn  from 
the  Durham  County  Administrative  Area  and  from  regions  outside  the 
County  of  Durham. 

The  aim  of  the  school  is  to  help  children  to  prosper  physically, 
mentally  and  socially  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  re-entry  into  a normal 
school,  or  in  the  case  of  older  children  for  employment  in  an  adult  world. 
Within  the  limits  of  their  handicaps  children  are  encouraged  to  work  and 
play  as  normal  children.  An  important  function  of  the  School  is  to  give 
the  boys  a similar  choice  of  interests  and  hobbies  and  the  same  freedom 
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of  movement  as  they  would  normally  enjoy  in  their  home  environment.  In 
this  connection  visits  have  been  made  to  youth  clubs,  swimming  baths, 
sporting  fixtures  and  places  of  interest  in  order  to  avoid  any  feeling  of 
isolation  from  the  social  scene. 

Public  interest  in  the  school  has  been  shown  by  the  visits  of  students 
and  several  men’s  and  women’s  organisations. 


Adjustment  Classes. 

Two  centres  for  the  teaching  of  pupils  severely  retarded  in  reading 
ability  have  been  established  during  the  year.  One  hundred  children  from 
twenty-five  schools  are  at  present  attending  these  centres  twice  a week 
during  term-time.  In  all  provision  is  made  for  eight  classes  of  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  pupils  each,  staffed  by  six  part-time  teachers.  Fortunately  it  has 
been  possible  to  accommodate  these  classes  in  conveniently  situated  County 
Schools  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  these  host  schools 
for  their  helpful  co-operation  throughout.  The  results  of  this  remedial 
teaching  will  be  the  subject  of  a special  report  to  the  Education  Committee 
in  1958  from  which  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  see  whether  this  service 
merits  expansion  throughout  the  County. 


Home  Tuition. 

During  the  year  124  children  received  tuition  other  than  at  school  for 
varying  periods.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  being  able  to  employ  part-time 
married  and  retired  teachers  to  undertake  this  most  necessary  work,  and 
thanks  to  the  willingness  to  help  in  this  way  it  has  been  possible  to  meet 
all  requests  for  home  tuition. 

In  addition  to  the  children  this  department  has  been  able  to  offer 
tuition  at  home  to  4 adults,  2 of  whom  were  illiterate  owing  to  their 
handicap.  Terminal  reports  reveal  that  all  these  unfortunate  cases  are 
making  very  satisfactory  progress  especially  in  their  reading  and  it  is 
heartening  to  realise  the  increase  in  enjoyment  in  their  restricted  lives 
which  will  become  possible  once  the  vast  realm  of  literature  and  contemp- 
orary news  becomes  open  to  them. 

Many  home  tuition  teachers  were  able  to  attend  a one  day  course 
in  Newcastle  and  it  was  a greatly  appreciated  opportunity  for  a get- 
together  of  teachers  who  otherwise  are  so  often  working  in  isolation. 
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Tuition  in  Hospital. 

A Ministry  of  Education  circular  received  during  the  year  stressed 
the  importance  of  tuition  in  hospital,  which  is  valuable  not  only  in  avoiding 
undue  retardation  of  the  pupil  owing  to  school  absence,  but  also  has  a very 
high  interest  and  therapeutic  value  for  the  child  forced  to  remain  in  bed 
for  considerable  periods. 

The  pattern  of  hospitalization  of  children,  except  for  a certain  minority 
of  cases  where  a long  stay  in  hospital  is  unavoidable,  appears  to  be  changing 
and  the  stay  of  children  in  a general  hospital  ward  is  frequently  limited 
to  a few  days.  If  this  trend  continues  it  would  not  appear  that  the  number 
of  permanent  hospital  schools  will  increase,  but  that  in  the  future  teachers 
will  be  appointed  individually  to  deal  with  any  pupils  whose  stay  in  hospital 
is  prolonged. 

The  Hospital  School  at  Dryburn  continues  to  operate  and  it  has  always 
been  possible  to  provide  teachers  and  facilities  to  meet  requests  received- 
from  hospitals  for  individual  tuition. 


Speech  Therapy. 

Miss  Berthon,  Spech  Therapist,  states : — 

“ The  Speech  Therapy  Department  has  been  busy  this  year  and  has  seen  a 
few  changes. 

Miss  Gentles  of  Seaham  Harbour  left  the  staff  in  March,  and  Miss  Enid 
Taylor,  formerly  Speech  Therapist  at  the  Percy  Hedley  School  for  Spastic 
Children,  rejoined  the  School  Health  Service  in  April  in  a part-time  capacity, 
and  works  at  Houghton-le- Spring  School  Clinic. 

Alterations  to  the  two  rooms  allocated  to  the  speech  therapist  at  the  Bishop 
Auckland  Clinic  were  completed  this  year  and  the  speech  therapist  working  at 
3,  Ravensworth  Terrace,  Durham,  transferred  to  the  new  clinic  at  Kepier  Crescent 
in  July.  The  new  premises  are  a great  improvement  on  the  old. 

As  always  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Service  and  teachers  have  given 
their  co-operation  in  practical  ways  and  their  information  and  advice  has  been 
helpful. 

The  types  of  case  treated  have  been  similar  to  those  of  former  years,  the 
majority  being  cases  of  dyslalia,  ranging  from  simple  to  gross  defect. 

It  is  a great  pity  that  there  are  still  many  parents  who  will  not  take  advantage 
of  treatment  even  where  the  defect  is  severe.  Many  children  will  and  do  “ grow 
out  ” of  the  defect,  but  often  have  to  endure  ridicule  and  much  unhappiness 
during  this  process. 

Below  is  a classification  of  the  types  treated,  together  with  the  numbers 
showing  the  proportion  of  boys  to  girls.  These  figures  have  been  obtained  from 
Bishop  Auckland,  Crook,  Shildon,  Houghton-le- Spring,  Durham  and  Stanley 
Clinics.” 
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Boys.  Girls. 


Stammerers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44  10 

Dyslalics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71  28 

Cleft  Palate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 1 

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Developmental  Dysphasia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 — 

Developmental  Dyspraxia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 — 

Nasal  Escape 3 1 
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During  the  year  474  pupils  were  treated  by  speech  therapists  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  Authority. 


Miscellaneous  Examinations. 

Medical  examinations  other  than  periodic  examinations  in  schools 
continue  to  make  demands  upon  professional  time.  Details  are  given  below. 
(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1956). 

( a ) Examination  under  Section  18  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. 

These  examinations  are  of  children  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  and  are  required 
to  determine  the  fitness  of  children  to  receive  employment  licences  and  badges. 

Part-time  employment  is  usually  that  of  newsboy,  errand  boy  or  shop  assistant. 
No.  of  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  895  (936) 

No.  of  children  unfit  to  be  employed  ...  ...  ...  4 (5) 

( b ) Examination  under  Section  22  of  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
1933. 

These  are  examinations  of  children  desiring  to  take  part  in  entertainments. 

No.  of  children  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26  (12) 

No.  of  children  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

( c ) Juvenile  Courts. 

No.  of  children  or  young  persons  examined  in  accordance 

with  proceedings  in  Juvenile  Courts  ...  ...  ...  39  (39) 

(d)  Candidates  for  Royal  Air  Force  (Apprentices  or  Boy 

Entrants)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 (15) 

( e ) Candidates  for  admission  to  Courses  of  Training  for  Teach- 

ing and  to  the  Teaching  Profession  ...  ...  ...  567  (528) 

Dr.  Susan  MacMahon  has,  as  before,  given  lectures  to  the  students 
of  Neville’s  Cross  Training  College  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Rigby  has  given 
lectures  to  student  health  visitors. 

Other  members  of  the  staff  have  given  talks  to  organisations  of 
teachers,  to  parent-teacher  associations,  and  to  other  organisations. 
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DENTAL  SERVICE. 

The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  prepared  the  following  report : — 

One  eleventh  of  the  services  of  the  whole  time  School  Dental  Officers 
has  been  devoted  to  work  for  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  department 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  pre-school  children,  and  although  this  service 
was  only  commenced  last  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  attendances.  Unfortunately  most  of  the  treatment  for  nursing  and 
expctant  mothers  has  been  total  extraction  and  provision  of  full  dentures 
rather  than  conservative  work,  but  the  pre-school  children  are  improving 
in  their  attendances. 

Bishop  Auckland  Clinic  has  had  extensive  alterations  carried  out  and 
while  these  were  taking  place  the  School  Dental  Officer  and  Attendant 
moved  to  Crook  Clinic,  which  was  vacant  at  the  time,  to  carry  out  treat- 
ment. 


INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  over  3,000  more  children  were  inspected 
in  1957  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  although  there  is  still  a very  big 
gap  between  children  offered  treatment  and  those  accepting,  there  were 
nearly  2,000  more  fillings  done  than  in  1956  and  1,000  less  extractions. 
This  is  very  heartening,  as  conservative  treatment,  especially  in  permanent 
teeth,  is  our  main  aim. 

In  the  orthodontic  field,  72  cases  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  244  new  cases  were  commenced.  These  figures  are  well  above  those 
cf  1956.  31  were  discontinued,  due  either  to  non-co-operation  of  the  child- 
ren, or  because  of  their  removal  from  the  district. 

From  the  figures  shown  in  the  last  two  paragraphs,  it  is  obvious  that 
both  parents  and  children  are  becoming  more  “tooth  conscious”  and  the 
parents  are  encouraging  the  children  to  attend  for  regular  treatment. 

Children  fitted  with  part  dentures  were  126,  almost  identical  with  the 
previous  year. 

Once  more  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Newcastle  Dental 
Hospital  who  have  again  helped  us  enormously  by  giving  advice,  x-raying 
patients  and  where  difficult  cases  have  arisen  carrying  out  the  treatment. 
106  children  were  referred  by  the  School  Dental  Officers. 
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PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS. 


The  Inspector  of  School  Meals  has  contributed  the  following  report:  — 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  report  Kitchen  Dining  Rooms  have 
been  opened  at  the  following  new  schools : — 

Newton  Aycliffe  Modern. 

Consett  Grammar. 

Bishop  Auckland  Woodhouse  Close  County  Infants’. 

Trimdon  Village  County  Infants’. 

Billingham  Roseberry  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Consett  Central  Kitchen  was  closed  for  meals  production  on  the  30th 
June,  1957.  Schools  formerly  supplied  by  this  kitchen  now  receive  meals 
from  Blackhill  and  Medomsley  Central  Kitchens. 

The  policy  of  the  Education  Committee  is  to  provide  Kitchen  Dining 
Room  units  at  all  new  schools,  and  the  following  is  a list  of  buildings  for 
which  plans  have  been  approved : — 

Consett  Moorside  Modern. 

Washington  Grammar  Technical. 

Peterlee  Acre  Rigg  Modern. 

Wolsingham  Grammar  Technical. 

Felling  Day  Special  School. 

Barnard  Castle  Modern. 

Hartlepool  West  View  Modern. 

Ushaw  Moor  Modern. 

Middleton-in-Teesdale  Modern. 

Willington  Modern. 

Trimdon  Modern. 

Felling  Learn  Lane  Lingey  House  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Felling  Learn  Lane  Lingey  House  County  Infants’. 

Felling  Learn  Lane  Roman  Road  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Felling  Learn  Lane  Roman  Road  County  Infants’. 

Peterlee  Dene  House  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Newton  Aycliffe  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Barnard  Castle  Grammar  Technical. 

Hebburn  R.C.  Grammar  Technical. 

Sedgefield  Modern. 

Birtley/Chester-le-Street  Modern. 

Felling  Heworth  Modern. 

Bishop  Auckland  Woodhouse  Close  County  Mixed. 

Sherburn  Modern. 

Hartlepool  West  View  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Billingham  Low  Grange  County  Junior  Mixed. 

Statistics  showing  position  at  end  of  1957. 

Central  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

School  Canteens  : — 

Primary  and  Modern  ...  ...  ...  42 

Grammar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Nursery  ...  ...  20 
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School  Dining  Centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  536 

Free  Meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,627,288 

Meals  for  payment  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,571,377 

The  Education  Committee  is  very  grateful  for  the  continued  assistance 
given  by  teaching  staffs  to  the  School  Meals  Service. 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

In  Durham  County,  Physical  Education  is  provided  which  is  suited  to 
the  age,  aptitudes  and  abilities  of  the  individual  child.  Thus  as  wide  a range 
of  activities  as  possible  is  pursued,  and  the  number  of  physical  activities 
embraced  in  the  schemes  of  physical  education  increases  each  year.  It 
has  been  seen  that  with  the  more  informal  approach  there  are  difficulties, 
and  in  some  cases  where  children  have  been  turned  loose  on  climbing 
apparatus  and  told  to  “explore”  or  “see  what  you  can  do”  the  apparatus 
tends  to  become  the  lesson,  and  children  are  then  not  being  worked  any- 
where near  their  maximum  capacity.  This  has  to  be  watched  very  carefully, 
for  unless  we  push  children  beyond  what  they  think  they  can  do,  we  are 
not  improving  their  physical  well-being.  It  is  suggested  that  it  is  not  old- 
fashioned,  and  may  be  a good  thing,  for  teachers  to  direct,  even  to  the 
extent  of  “setting”  certain  exercises  for  the  children  to  do. 

Games. 

Broadly  speaking  games  fall  under  two  categories — major  and  minor 
games.  Major  games  include  rugby,  football,  cricket,  tennis  and  hockey, 
while  basket  ball,  netball  and  rounders  are  included  in  all  minor  games 
schemes  of  work.  Development  of  playing  fields  by  the  Authority,  together 
with  the  re-paving  of  school  yards  during  the  last  two  years,  has  helped 
considerably. 

Having  mentioned  all  the  varied  activities  which  fall  under  the  heading 
of  games,  it  is  strongly  felt  that  the  importance  of  games  periods  lies 
entirely  on  how  the  games  are  conducted,  as  it  is  this  aspect  which  is  so 
valuable  in  the  development  of  the  personality  and  character  of  the  young- 
ster. Long  hours  after  schools  have  closed  have  been  given  by  teachers  to 
coach  children  and  to  take  children  in  competitive  matches — it  is  a feature 
of  teachers’  devotion  to  the  youngsters  which  so  often  goes  unnoticed. 

Athletics. 

This  year  is  of  great  importance  to  the  County  as  the  All  England 
Schools’  Athletic  Championships  are  to  be  held  at  Houghton-le-Spring 


32 


Modern  Mixed  School  on  25th  and  26th  July,  when  nearly  2,000  boys  and 
girls  from  40  Counties  will  be  our  guests.  The  Schools’  Athletic  Associa* 
tion  are  to  be  complimented  on  their  achievement  of  securing  this  year’s 
championships  and  commendation  is  due  too  to  the  Authority  in  providing 
the  cinder  track  and  athletic  equipment  which  has  helped  so  much  in 
fostering  this  aspect  of  physical  education.  Teachers  have  given  unstint- 
ingly  extraneous  time  to  coach  youngsters  after  school  hours  with  pleasing 
results. 

Camping. 

During  recent  years,  with  the  advent  of  staggered  holidays,  the  camping 
season  has  been  considerably  extended.  Thus  during  one  academic  year, 
through  the  good  offices  of  teachers,  over  1,000  children  benefited  by  enjoy- 
ing a week  under  canvas,  either  in  the  country  or  at  the  coast. 


Swimming. 

The  continued  and  increasing  interest  in  swimming  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  Durham  school  children  won  the  King  Edward  Vil 
swimming  trophy  for  the  biggest  increase  in  life-saving  awards.  As  this  is  a 
national  competition  it  is  a tribute  to  the  school  teachers  and  teachers  of 
swimming  that  such  a signal  honour  has  been  achieved  with  the  limited 
facilities  available. 

Swimming  awards  gained  by  children  in  the  County  Administrative 
Area  are  as  follows : — 


County  Certificate. 

Elementary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,950 

Intermediate...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,200 

Advanced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  850 

Royal  Life  Saving  Awards. 

Intermediate ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Bronze  Medallion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  435 

Bars  to  Bronze  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Bronze  Cross...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Award  of  Merit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Distinction  Award  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Instructor’s  Certificate  3 

English  Schools'  Swimming  Award. 

Medallist  award  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

.Advanced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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GENERAL. 

I wish  to  thank  the  professional  and  clerical  staff  of  the  department  for 
their  loyal  service  throughout  the  year  and  for  the  assistance  of  the  clerical 
staff  in  compiling  the  statistics  and  tables  contained  in  this  report. 

My  appreciation  and  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Director  of  Education 
and  his  staff,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity  as  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  to  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  her 
staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation  so  readily  given  throughout  the  year. 

It  has  been  of  immense  help  to  have  throughout  the  year  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, and  to  them  I tender  sincere  thanks. 

GEO.  HOWARD  SHANLEY, 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


Ministry  of  Education  Tables  relating  to  the  Inspection  and 
Treatment  of  Pupils  in  the  Administrative  County  Area 

EXCLUDING  THE  EXCEPTED  DIVISION  OF  STOCKTON-ON-TEES. 

TABLE  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  attending  Maintained  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools. 

A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections . 


(1)  No.  of  Inspections  : — 


Entrants 

... 

... 

...  13,343 

Second  Age  Group  

• • • 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  11,134 

Third  Age  Group  

... 

... 

7,217 

Total 

...  31,694 

(2)  No.  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  . . . 

... 

...  ...  ... 

...  16,088 

Grand  Total 

...  47,782 

B. — Other  Inspections . 

No.  of  Special  Inspections  1,197 

No.  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,345 


Total  ...  7,542 


C .—Pupils  found  to  require  treatment. 


Age  Groups. 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint). 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 

Table  III. 

(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils. 

(4) 

Entrants 

481 

1,781 

2,055 

Second  Age  Group 

1,136 

1,080 

2,032 

Third  Age  Group 

Other  Periodic 

726 

484 

1,114 

Inspections  ... 

1,332 

1,728 

2,739 

Total 

3,675 

5,073 

7,940 
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D. — Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected 
in  the  Age  Groups  recorded  in  Table  I A. 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatis 

Factory. 

No. 

% 

of  Col.  (2) 

No. 

% 

of  Col.  (2) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Entrants  ... 

13,343 

12,802 

95.9 

541 

4.1 

Second  Age  Group 

11,134 

10,757 

96.6 

377 

3.4 

Third  Age  Group 

Other  Periodic 

7,217 

6,988 

96.8 

229 

3.2 

Inspections 

16,088 

15,396 

95.6 

692 

4.4 

Total  ... 

47,782 

45,943 

96.1 

1,839 

3.9 

TABLE  II. 

Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  82,076 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  *2 1,686 

(including  six  re-inspections) 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices  were 

issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act,  1 944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders  were 

issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Notes  : — All  cases  of  infestation,  however  slight,  are  recorded. 

* No.  of  individual  children— 5,281 

TABLE  IV. 


GROUP  1. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  cases  known  to  have 
been  dealt  with. 

by  the  Authority. 

Otherwise. 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refrac- 
tion and  squint 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ... 

1,010 

4,456 

89 

7,947 

Total 

5,466 

8,036 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 
prescribed  ... 

2,776 

7,655 
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GROUP  2. — Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  cases  known  to  have 

been  treated. 

by  the  Authority. 

Otherwise. 

Received  operative  treatment 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear  ...  

— 

— 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

— 

1,506 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  . . . 

— 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  

699 

— 

Total  ... 

699 

1,506 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with  hearing 
aids  : 

*((z)  in  1957 

1 

4 

(b)  in  previous  years  

75 

* A pupil  recorded  under  (<2)  above  is  not  recorded  at  ( b ) in  respect  of  the 
supply  of  a hearing  aid  in  a previous  year. 


GROUP  3. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


By  the  Authority. 

Otherwise. 

Number  of  pupils  known  to  have  been  treated 
at  clinics  or  out-patient  departments  ... 

■ — ■ 

215 

GROUP  4.— Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness 

for  which  see  Table  II). 


Number  of  cases  treated  or  under 

treatment  during  the  year  by 

the  Authority. 

Ringworm — (i)  Scalp  

80 

(ii)  Body  

84 

Scabies  

13 

Impetigo  

518 

Other  skin  diseases  

1,273 

Total 

1,968 
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GROUP  5. — Child  Guidance  Treatment. 


Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance 
Clinics  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Authority  

95 

GROUP  6. — Speech  Therapy. 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 
under  arrangements  made  by  the  Authority  . . . 

474 

GROUP  7. — Other  treatment  given. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  miscellaneous  minor 

ailments  treated  by  the  Authority  

C b ) Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treatment 
under  School  Health  Service  arrangements. . . 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  vaccination 

(d)  Other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  above  (specify)  . . . 

Ultra-violet  Ray  

6,545 

2 

1,316 

517 

T otal  ...  ... 

8,380 

TABLE  V. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by 

the  Authority. 


(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Dental  Officers  : — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  34,258 

C b ) As  Specials  1,506 


Total  (1)  ...  35,764 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  26,597 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  22,281 

(4)  Number  actually  treated  8,934 

(5)  Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment,  including  those 

recorded  at  heading  1 1 ( h ) below  ...  ...  ...  1 6,860 


(6)  Half-days  devoted  to  > 

Periodic  (School)  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

Treatment  3,673 

Total  (6)  ...  4,037 

(7)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  8,234 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  389 

Total  (7)  ...  8,623 


(8)  Number  ot  teeth  filled  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,467 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  418 

Tota’  (8)  ...  7,885 


(9)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,085 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  12,407 

Total  (9)  ...  16,492 


(10)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  ...  ...  2,339 

(11)  Orthodontics  : — 

0 a ) Cases  commenced  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

( b ) Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  ...  ...  ...  146 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

(. d ) Cases  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

(/)  Removable  appliances  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

(g)  Fixed  appliances  fitted ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(, h ) Total  attendances  2,169 


(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  dentures  ...  ...  ...  126 


(13)  Other  Operations 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,255 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  532 

2,787 


Total  (13) 
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APPENDIX  II. 


Report  of  the  County  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


1.  Number  of  health  visitors  on  the  staff  during  1957  who  devoted 
a part  of  their  time  to  school  work — 110. 

2.  No  district  nurses  were  employed  in  school  work. 

3.  16,822  visits  were  paid  to  homes  and  1,358  to  schools. 

4.  During  the  Cleanliness  Surveys  carried  out  in  the  County  Admin- 
istrative area  by  health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  60,014  girls  were 
examined  in  622  departments  of  462  schools,  and  it  was  found  that  5,281 
were  unclean,  i.e.  showed  evidence  of  nits  or  vermin  (215  verminous).  The 
following  table  compares  these  figures  with  the  figures  of  the  previous 
four  years. 


Percentage 

Clean. 

Percentage 

Unclean 

Percentage 
Verminous 
of  unclean 

1953  

87.8 

12.2 

4.6 

1954  

89.2 

10.8 

4.3 

1955  

90.1 

9.9 

4.6 

1956 

90.9 

9.1 

4.1 

1957  

91.2 

8.8 

4.0 

5.  The  percentage  of  clean  scholars  shows  an  improvement  this  year. 

6.  In  81  schools,  all  the  children  were  found  to  be  clean. 

7.  The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  made  13,576  visits  to  the 
homes  of  the  children  who  were  found  to  be  unclean.  The  school  nurses 
are  responsible  for  the  visits  in  Felling,  Hartlepool  and  Jarrow,  with  the 
exception  of  the  completion  of  forms  2 H.P.  which  is  done  by  the  health 
visitors. 


40 


8.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  subsequent  examinations 
of  the  unclean  children. 


Inspection. 

No.  of 
children 
inspected. 

No.  of 
children 
still  unclean. 

1st  Re-inspection  (unclean  children) 

5,207 

4,383 

2nd  33  3j  33  .... 

5,014 

3,635 

3rd  33  33  33  ••• 

4,060 

2,881 

4th  33  33  33 

3,234 

2,284 

5th  33  33  33 

2,732 

1,933 

6th  33  33  33 

1,815 

1,231 

Analysis  of  Cases  under  Home  Supervision 
of  Health  Visitors  during  the  Year  1957. 
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Conditions. 

Total 

No.  of 
Conditions 
under 

supervision. 

Total 

No.  of 
visits  re 
conditions. 

Total 

Con- 

ditions 

satisfactorily 

improved. 

1.  Cleanliness 

122 

622 

113 

2.  Infestation  /Head 

244 

1,597 

205 

\ Body 

— 

— 

— ■ 

3.  Teeth  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Skin 

370 

569 

336 

5.  Eyes  a.  Vision 

3 

12 

— 

b.  Squint 

2 

6 

— 

c.  Other 

21 

43 

18 

6.  Ears  a.  Hearing 

6 

15 

— 

b.  Otitis  Media  /R 

5 

16 

1 

\L 

3 

10 

2 

c.  Other 

2 

12 

— 

7.  Nose  or  Throat 

1,153 

1,194 

1,195 

8.  Speech  ... 

— 

— 

9.  Cervical  glands 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Heart  and  circulation 

1 

6 

■ — 

11.  Lungs  ... 

7 

13 

— 

12.  Development : — 

a.  Hernia 

1 

2 

— 

b.  Other 

11 

24 

1 

13.  Orthopaedic  : — 

a.  Posture 

— 

— 

— 

b.  Flat  foot  ... 

10 

18 

2 

c.  Other 

3 

6 

— 

14.  Nervous  system  : — 

a.  Epilepsy 

1 

4 

— 

b.  Other 

1 

5 

— 

15.  Psychological  : — 

a.  Development 

12 

14 

— 

b.  Stability  ... 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Clothing 

48 

305 

71 

17.  Debility 

8 

14 

1 

18.  Other  Tuberculosis  Cases 

1 

3 

— 

19.  Rheumatism 

3 

5 

— 

Totals 

2,038 

4,515 

1,945 

Discharged  from  Hospital — 1 visit. 

In  addition,  the  Health  Visitors  spent 

125  days  at  School  Clinics. 

906  days  conducting  medical  inspections. 

181  days  escorting  children  to  special 
schools. 

74  days  at  Nursery  Schools. 


PERMANENT  SCHOOL  CLINICS 
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APPENDIX  IV. 

Analysis  of  Cases  Examined  at  the  School  Clinics 

During  the  Year  1957. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Cases. 

Examinations. 

1 

Cleanliness 

8 

22 

2 

Infestation  /Head  ... 

190 

433 

\ Body 

4 

13 

3 

Teeth 

153 

191 

4 

Skin 

1772 

4543 

5 

Eyes  — a Vision 

352 

486 

b Squint 

55 

76 

c Other 

650 

1073 

6 

Ears  — a Hearing 

87 

134 

b Otitis  Media  / R ... 

78 

210 

\L 

72 

197 

c Other  ... 

194 

361 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

661 

1179 

8 

Speech  ... 

118 

175 

9 

Cervical  Glands... 

92 

133 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

247 

463 

11 

Lungs 

756 

2045 

12 

Development  — a Hernia 

8 

15 

b Other 

30 

39 

13 

Orthopaedic  — a Posture 

5 

7 

b Feet 

51 

67 

c Other 

210 

322 

14 

Nervous  System  — a Epilepsy 

49 

82 

b Other 

442 

986 

15 

Psychological  — a Development 

37 

67 

b Stability  ... 

83 

133 

16 

Other  Defects  ... 

3665 

7857 

17 

No  Appreciable  Defect  or  Disease 

770 

1213 

Totals 

10,839 

22,522 

Number  of  Cases  Treated  at  the 

School  Clinics 

During  the  Year  1957. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Defect  or  Disease 

Cases. 

Attendances. 

Ringworm — Scalp 

80 

1,315 

Ringworm — Body 

84 

536 

Scabies 

13 

74 

Impetigo 

518 

2,443 

Other  skin  diseases  ... 

1,273 

6,033 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (external  and  other  but  excluding 

errors  of  refraction  and  squint) 

1,010 

3,169 

Refractions  ... 

4,456 

4,456 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ... 

420 

1,760 

Miscellaneous 

6,545 

23,394 

Nose  and  Throat  Conditions 

279 

703 

Ultra  Violet  Ray 

517 

5,715 

15,195 

49,598 
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APPENDIX  VI. 

Stockton-on-Tees  Committee  for  Education. 


REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
1957. 

Details  associated  with  Education  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

These  include  21  Primary  Schools,  one  of  these  being  newly 
opened  this  year,  five  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  one  Secondary 
Technical  School,  two  Grammar  Schools  and  one  Special  Open 
Air  School  for  Delicate  Children. 

Number  of  children  on  roll  at  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 4,4 1 4 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Health  Service. 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer — Henry  J.  Peters,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 
D.P.A. 

School  Medical  Officers  : — 

Mary  B.  Vincent,  M.B.,  B.Ch.  Resigned  19.9.57. 

Mary  F.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  Appointed  30.9.57. 

Maureen  O’Gorman,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.I. 

School  Dental  Officer — Frank  R.  Cadigan,  L.D.S. 

School  Dental  Officer  (Part-time) — Mrs.  E.  M.  F.  Rideal,  L.D.S.  Resigned  31.3.57. 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Part-time) — A.  E.  P.  Parker,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

Consultant  Nose,  Throat  and  Ear  Surgeon  (Part-time) — J.  H.  Appleton,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.L.O. 

Speech  Therapists  : — 

Miss  Muriel  Knight. 

Miss  Anne  I.  Spencer. 

Orthoptist  (Part-time) — Mrs.  W.  Martin. 

Psychiatrist  (Part-time) — J.  R.  Hawkings,  M.D.,  D.P.M. 

Educational  Psychologist — Miss  M.  F.  Wylie,  M.A.,  Ed.B. 

Social  Worker — Mrs.  R.  C.  Lyth.  Appointed  1.9.57. 

School  Nurses  : — 

Mrs.  E.  Minto,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  E.  Whitehead,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Stawski,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  K.  Cahill,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Morris,  S.R.N. 

Mrs.  N.  Hughes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  Resigned  28.4.57. 

Mrs.  M.  Wain,  S.R.N.  Appointed  17.6.57. 

Female  assistant  for  Open  Air  School  (non-nursing) — Mrs.  D.  H.  Brison. 

School  Dental  Attendants  : — 

Miss  D.  Whinfield. 

Mrs.  J.  Ball. 

Clerical  Staff : — 

Miss  J.  Hall. 

Mrs.  J.  Bulmer. 

Mrs.  E.  Williamson.  Resigned  31.10.57. 

Mrs.  I.  Stewart. 

Miss  B.  Stanley.  Appointed  1.11.57. 
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Medical  Inspection. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  prescribed  age  groups  who  were 
inspected  was  3,139.  In  addition,  1,248  children  of  various  ages  not  within 
the  prescribed  age  groups  were  inspected.  These  latter  are  listed  as 
‘'additional  periodic  inspections”. 

All  new  entrants  were  examined,  all  eleven  year  old  children  in 
secondary  departments  (unless  examined  before  entrance),  all  children  of 
eleven  plus  who  are  still  in  primary  schools  and  all  boys  and  girls  completing 
their  last  year  at  school. 

Amongst  the  1,248  examinations  listed  as  “additional  periodic  inspec- 
tions” were  the  eight  year  old  children,  1,081  of  these  being  examined. 

3,503  children,  referred  by  parents,  teachers,  school  nurses  or  educa- 
tional welfare  officers  were  examined  as  “Specials”. 

1,414  re-inspections  of  children  suffering  from  one  or  more  defects 
were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Pupils  found  to  require  treatment. 


The  number  of  individual  pupils  found  at  periodic  inspection  to  require 
treatment  (excluding  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with  vermin)  is  given 
below. 


Age  Group. 

For  Defective 
Vision  (excluding 
squint). 

For  any  other 
conditions. 

Total 

individual 

pupils. 

Entrants 

16 

128 

140 

Intermediates 

47 

61 

103 

Leavers 

73 

54 

119 

Total 

136 

243 

362 

Additional  Periodic 
Inspections 

62 

92 

147 

Grand  Total 

198 

335 

509 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  defects  noted  at  periodic 
and  special  medical  inspections  as  requiring  treatment  or  needing  to  be 
kept  under  observation. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

No.  of  defects. 

No.  of  defects. 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa- 
tion. 

Requiring 

treatment. 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa- 
tion. 

Skin  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

43 

35 

29 

4 

Eyes — 

a.  Vision  

198 

514 

530 

585 

b.  Squint 

16 

27 

88 

36 

c.  Other 

14 

10 

27 

6 

Ears — 

a.  Hearing  

3 

38 

9 

31 

b.  Otitis  Media 

20 

16 

17 

3 

c.  Other  

11 

5 

20 

— 

Nose  and  throat 

126 

132 

59 

71 

Speech 

17 

9 

17 

3 

Lymphatic  Glands 

2 

158 

1 

33 

Heart  ... 

— 

41 

— 

48 

Lungs  ... 

6 

20 

25 

15 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia 

— 

8 

— 

3 

b.  Other  ...  

4 

5 

1 

3 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  

4 

26 

3 

5 

b.  Feet 

12 

28 

11 

12 

c.  Other 

16 

41 

14 

22 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

3 

2 

7 

1 

b.  Other 

2 

11 

5 

4 

Psychological — 

a.  Development 

- — 

3 

— 

6 

b.  Stability  ... 

7 

56 

8 

25 

Abdomen 

6 

6 

3 

1 

Other  defect  or  disease 

63 

18 

171 

148 

Physical  Condition. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  pupils  inspected  in  1957  was  classified 
as  follows:  — 


51 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of 

Satisfactory 

■ — 

Unsatisfactory 

Pupils 

Inspected 

No. 

% of 
col.  2 

No. 

% of 
col.  2 

1 

Entrants 

2 

1,183 

3 

1,180 

4 

99.74 

5 

3 

6 

0.25 

Intermediates 

847 

845 

99.76 

2 

0.23 

Leavers  

1,109 

1,108 

99.90 

— 

— 

Additional  Periodic 
Inspections 

1,248 

1,248 

100.00 

— 

- . 

Total  ...  ...j 

4,387  1 

1 

4,381 

99.86 

6 

0.13 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 


Minor  Ailments. 


Treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  carried  out  by  the  School  Nurses  at 
the  various  School  Clinics,  as  set  out  below,  the  children  attending  the 
School  Clinic  in  or  nearest  to  their  own  school. 


Address  of  Clinic. 
106,  Yarm  Lane  

78,  Norton  Road 

Frederick  Nattrass  School 
Portrack  Primary  School  ... 
Newham  Grange  Clinic  ... 
Tilery  Road  School 
Ragworth  Primary  School 
Ragworth  Open  Air  School 


School  Nurse  in  attendance  on 

Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
mornings. 

. . . Tuesday  mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons . 
. . . Monday  and  Friday  mornings. 

. . . Monday  and  Friday  mornings. 

...  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

Tuesday  mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons. 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

. . . Daily. 


The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  minor  ailment  clinics  during 
the  year  was  11,302,  a decrease  of  2,447  compared  with  1956.  The  falling 

off  in  numbers  began  after  the  Midsummer  Holiday  and  was  fairly  general 
throughout  the  town. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  defects  treated  during  the 


year. 


Defect. 

Number  of  cases  treated 
or  under  treatment  during 
the  year  by  the  Authority. 

Skin — 

Ringworm  (i)  Scalp 

29 

(ii)  Body  

27 

Scabies 

9 

Impetigo  ... 

79 

Other  skin  diseases 

21 

Eye  Diseases — 

External  and  other,  but  excluding 

errors  of 

refraction  and  squint 

...  ... 

231 

Ear  Defects  

...  ... 

65 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.  minor  injuries*  bruises*  sores* 

chilblains. 

etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • • • • 

4,691 

VISUAL  DEFECTS  AND  EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASE. 

The  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  attended  the  School  Clinic, 
78  Norton  Road,  twice  weekly  during  1957.  732  children  attended  for 
refraction,  glasses  being  prescribed  for  501  of  those  examined.  The  Head 
Teachers  were  given  the  names  of  the  children  for  whom  glasses  were 
prescribed. 

Operative  treatment  for  correction  of  squint  was  recommended  in 
seven  cases. 

Owing  to  extra  duties  connected  with  poliomyelitis  vaccination  sessions, 
the  School  Nurses  were  unable  to  visit  many  schools  to  give  vision  tests  to 
those  children  not  medically  examined  within  the  past  year  and  not  due 
for  examination  in  the  near  future.  In  the  schools  which  were  visited,  the 
children  who  appeared  to  have  defective  vision  were  offered  the  facilities 
of  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

One  partially  sighted  child  is  in  a Residential  School,  and  one  blind 
child  is  in  a Boarding  Home  for  Blind  Children. 


Orthoptic  Clinic . 


Sessions  were  held  twice  weekly  from  January  to  the  end  of  October, 
when  Mrs.  Martin,  the  Orthoptist,  resigned.  Particulars  given  by  Mrs. 


Martin  regarding  sessions  and  attendances  up  to  the  end  of  October  are 
given  below : — 


Total  number  of  children  who  attended 
Number  of  new  cases  registered 
Number  of  attendances 
Number  of  Sessions 
Average  number  per  session 


92 

35 

340 

76 

4.4 


Discharges. 


Satisfactory  result 

Improved,  or  good  cosmetic  result 

No  improvement 

Failed  to  attend 


15 

5 

4 

5 


NOSE  AND  THROAT  DEFECTS. 

EAR  DISEASE  AND  DEFECTIVE  HEARING. 


Eleven  ear,  nose  and  throat  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  the 
Norton  Road  School  Clinic,  in  the  course  of  which  129  children  who  had 
been  referred  because  of  ear  diseases,  defective  hearing,  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids  and/or  other  naso-pharyngeal  defects  were  examined  by  the 
Consultant  Aural  Surgeon. 

Eighty  children  were  recommended  for  operative  treatment. 

Two  partially  deaf  children  were  recommended  for  hearing  aids.  One 
deaf  child  was  recommended  for  a hearing  aid  and  also  certified  as  requiring 
education  in  a special  school. 

Hearing  Aids. 

There  are  22  school  children  wearing  hearing  aids.  The  School  Nurses 
each  have  a list  of  children  in  their  own  group  of  schools  who  are  known 
to  have  hearing  aids,  and  in  their  routine  visits  to  the  schools  keep  the 
children  under  observation,  and  so  try  to  ensure  that  the  hearing  aids  are 
used  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Gramophone  Audiometer. 

Group  audiometer  tests  were  again  carried  out  in  all  junior  depart- 
ments. 1,392  children  were  tested,  almost  all  being  in  the  9 year  old 
group.  292  were  referred  for  re- test  and  73,  whose  results  were  still  un- 
satisfactory, were  given  appointments  for  examination  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Of  62  children  examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  36  had  good 
hearing,  three  with  slight  deafness  were  kept  under  observation,  eight  with 
some  deafness  were  recommended  to  sit  in  the  front  row  of  the  class, 
eleven  were  recommended  for  treatment  of  discharging  ears  of  wax,  and 
four  were  recommended  for  examination  by  Mr.  Appleton  the  Consultant 
Aural  Surgeon.  Two  of  those  referred  to  Mr.  Appleton  were  advised 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  one  was  recommended  for  hospital  treat- 
ment for  nasal  catarrh  and  was  also  supplied  with  a hearing  aid,  and  one 
child  was  noted  to  be  kept  under  observation. 
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Children  who  are  partially  deaf  and  who  have  been  advised  to  sit 
in  the  front  row  of  the  class  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  School 
Nurses,  to  see  that  they  are  doing  so. 

Deaf  Children — Special  Schools. 

Seven  deaf  and  five  partially  deaf  children  attend  Middlesbrough 
School  for  the  Deaf,  one  of  these  having  been  admitted  in  September, 
after  waiting  for  a year  and  a half.  Two  children  are  at  a Residential 
School  for  the  Deaf. 

Two  deaf  children  and  one  partially  deaf  child  are  awaiting  admission 
to  the  Middlesbrough  School.  Two  of  these  children  have  been  waiting 
for  over  a year. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

Children  needing  treatment  are  referred,  through  their  own  doctor, 
to  the  Orthopaedic  Department  at  one  of  the  local  hospitals.  Five  children 
were  treated  at  Thornaby  School  Clinic,  where  an  out-patient  clinic  is  held 
for  children  discharged  from  the  Adela  Shaw  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Four  physically  handicapped  children  are  at  a Residential  Special 
School  and  at  the  moment  there  is  no  one  awaiting  admission  to  such  a 
school. 

One  girl  of  sixteen  years  has  been  admitted  to  a Residential  Training 
Centre  for  handicapped  pupils. 


HOME  TUITION. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  two  physically  handicapped  children  and  three 
delicate  children  were  receiving  home  tuition. 


EPILEPSY. 

There  are  no  children  attending  or  awaiting  admission  to  a Special 
School  for  Epileptic  Children. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  WORK 
OF  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

Intelligence  T esting. 

The  first  step  taken  when  studying  a particular  child  is  to  obtain 
an  assessment  of  his  intelligence.  During  the  application  of  a test  much  can 
be  learnt  about  the  child’s  temperament,  traits  and  attitudes.  A grossly 
disturbed  child  gives  a distorted  score,  and  must  be  tested  more  than  once. 


MENTALLY  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS  (I.Q.  -70). 

These  children  are  still  in  classes  in  ordinary  schools  and  they  present 
problems  owing  to  their  lack  of  concentration  and  their  demands  on  the 
teacher.  Material  can  be  given  for  them  to  work  with,  as  in  a Special 
School,  but  this  tends  to  distract  the  other  children,  who  wonder  why  they 
too  cannot  work  with  bright  material,  etc.  The  whole  question  bristles 
with  difficulties  and  depends  on  the  resource  of  the  individual  teacher  and 
the  stability  of  the  sub-normal  child. 


Re-Tests. 

I.Q.  (—30)  (30  — 39) 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 
1 1 — — 


Age  Range  : — 

Years.  (3  — 7) 

Boys.  Girls. 

1 — 


New  Cases  Tested. 

I.Q.  (—30)  (30  — 39) 

Boys  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 

— 1 — 1 

Age  Range  : — 

Years  (3  — 7) 

Boys.  Girls. 
8 3 


Table  I. 

(40  — 49)  (50  — 59)  (60  — 69)  Total. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls  . Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 
— — 8 4 4 6 13  11 

Total  24 

(8  — 11)  (12  — 14)  (15  + ) Total. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 
8 1 3 7 1 3 13  11 

Total  24 

(40  — 49)  (50  — 59)  (60  — 69)  Total. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 

2 1 3 — 11  8 16  11 

Total  27 

(8  — 11)  (12—14)  (15  + ) Total. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls.  Boys.  Girls. 

3 5 3 3 2 — 16  11 

Total  27 

Complete!  total[of  Mentally  Handicapped  51 
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DULL  AND  BACKWARD  (I.Q.  70  - 85). 

Most  schools  are  making  provision  where  possible  for  the  backward 
child.  The  psychologist  has  been  able  to  see  the  teachers  of  some  of  the 
backward  classes  and  offer  help  by  testing,  and  by  giving  advice  about 
text  books  and  other  matters. 


EDUCATIONALLY  RETARDED  CHILDREN  (I.Q.  85+). 

The  age  range  of  retarded  children  is  greater  this  year.  We  have  been 
teaching  two  men,  aged  thirty-two  and  twenty-three,  to  read  at  the  evening 
session.  The  latter  applied  to  the  Technical  College  for  such  instruction. 
We  help  some  adolescents  at  that  session  also. 

The  primary  school  children  who  came  for  reading  are  all  progressing 
favourably;  some  have  been  ill  and  missed  schooling.  More  pupils  have 
attended  for  arithmetic  this  year  and  we  are  doing  our  best  to  help  them. 
The  Clinic  is  not  a teaching  establishment,  and  no  child  is  helped  unless 
there  is  some  psychological  problem,  i.e.  delinquency,  sleeplessness,  truancy 
or  the  like.  Often  help  with  school  work  is  found  to  be  the  best  form  of 
treatment,  unless  the  child  is  so  maladjusted  that  he  cannot  concentrate. 


PLAY  THERAPY. 

Play  is  the  most  natural  means  of  expression  of  the  child,  and  while 
we  watch  him  play  we  try  to  diagnose  his  difficulties.  The  character  of 
the  play  may  indicate  the  type  of  mental  disturbance  and  give  some  clue 
to  the  conflict  which  lies  behind  it.  The  following  are  some  examples : — 

Obsessional  Play — This  type  of  play  is  shown  by  the  child  who 
resembles  the  adult  whose  life  is  ordered  by  routine: — the  housewife  who 
puts  order  before  comfort,  and  the  man  who  must  do  things  at  a certain 
time,  come  what  may.  Young  children  with  these  characteristics  avoid 
messy  play.  They  arrange  toys  in  neat  patterns,  they  dislike  painting,  and 
their  drawings  are  dominated  by  the  rubber  and  ruler.  They  may  keep  up  a 
chatter  of  polite  conversation  to  hide  their  deeper  feelings.  They  cannot 
leave  off  playing  with  the  same  toys. 

Scatter-brained  Play — The  unstable  child  goes  to  the  other  extreme. 
In  a short  time  he  has  handled  every  toy  in  the  room.  This  is  characteristic 
of  children  in  an  acute  state  of  anxiety. 
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Hyper-active  Play — In  this  type  of  play  there  is  excessive  excitement, 
until  the  child  is  almost  at  the  point  of  losing  control  altogether.  He  shouts, 
squeals  and  makes  noises  most  of  the  time. 


SURVEY  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  LEFT  SCHOOL. 


As  the  Clinic  has  been  in  operation  for  nearly  six  years,  it  was  felt 
that  the  time  was  ripe  for  a survey  of  the  occupations  of  those  who  had  left 
school  by  September,  1957  and  we  have  obtained  particulars  of  315  child- 
ren, 194  boys  and  121  girls. 

Table  II  gives  briefly  the  reasons  why  the  children  were  referred  to  the 
Clinic. 


Table  II. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Backward  ... 

149 

83 

232 

Stealing 

10 

1 

11 

Physical  Condition 

9 

12 

21 

Difficult  Behaviour 

9 

13 

22 

Truancy  ... 

2 

0 

2 

Assessment 

15 

12 

27 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  bulk  of  the 

children 

were 

referred  for 

backwardness,  though  that  is  a relative  term,  as  some  were  mentally  handi- 
capped, while  others  showed  slowness  in  reading,  and  a few  were  from 
the  Grammar  School  and  slow  in  English  or  Mathematics,  etc.  Many  were 
of  low  intelligence  and  it  is  of  interest  to  find  out  how  they  are  employed 
now. 


Table  III  gives  the  I.Q.  range. 

Table  III. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total . 

Very  Superior 

130 

2 

4 

6 

Superior 

116-129 

10 

9 

19 

Average 

86-115 

47 

21 

68 

Dull  and  Backward 

70-85 

65 

44 

109 

Mentally  Handicapped 

60-69 

47 

11 

58 

50-59 

19 

25 

44 

-50 

4 

7 

11 

194 

121 

315 

Of  the  six  children  of  very  superior  intelligence,  two  are  attending  the 
University,  while  another  hopes  to  go  there.  One  is  in  a Teachers’  Training 
College.  The  other  two  have  not  fulfilled  our  expectations,  as  one  works 
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in  a factory  and  another  is  a shop  assistant.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale 
there  are  five  girls  of  such  low  intelligence  that  they  are  not  fitted  for  any 
work,  while  two  still  attend  the  Occupation  Centre.  There  are  only  three 
boys  who  do  not  work  because  of  low  intelligence.  Another  is  pampered 
and  kept  at  home,  though  quite  healthy  and  able  to  do  a routine  job. 


The  following  table  gives  the  occupations  of  the  children. 

Table  IV. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Professional 

6 

5 

11 

Business  and  Clerical 

7 

4 

11 

Skilled  Labour 

36 

27 

63 

Semi-skilled  Labour 

19 

43 

62 

Forces 

2 

— — 

2 

Unskilled  Labour 

113 

32 

145 

Unemployed 

8 

9 

17 

Approved  School  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Prison  

194 

1 

121 

1 

315 

Many  of  the  boys  at  unskilled  employment  will 

later  learn 

a tr 

and  that  in  part  accounts  for  the  number  of  unskilled  labouring  boys  com- 
pared with  girls.  Most  women’s  occupations  need  some  degree  of  skill. 
The  unemployed  are  all  under  85  I.Q.  It  is  difficult  for  them  to  keep  a 
job  as  the  average  employer  expects  them  to  react  and  remember  things 
normally,  and  they  tend  to  be  sacked  for  poor  memory  and  slowness  etc. 
It  is  said  that  90%  of  children  between  60  and  70  I.Q.  are  employable  in 
routine  jobs.  Of  the  50-59  I.Q.  group  the  boys  are  employed  as  labourers, 
warehouse  boys,  window  cleaners,  firewood  bundlers,  laundry  boys,  and 
one  is  a scrap  merchant.  One  claims  to  be  an  apprentice  brick-layer,  while 
another  says  he  is  an  apprentice  motor  mechanic.  One  is  inclined  to  fear 
that  these  boys  will  never  learn  a trade. 


Of  the  girls  of  the  50-59  group  one  is  in  prison,  one  suffers  from 
epilepsy  to  a degree  that  she  cannot  work,  some  are  kitchen  helps,  one  is 
in  a laundry,  two  pack  goods  in  a store,  some  work  in  factories,  and  one  is  an 
usherette  in  a cinema.  Four  are  unemployed.  Of  the  eleven  under  50  I.Q. 
all  are  unemployed  except  two  boys,  one  is  a window  cleaner  and  the  other 
a lorry  boy. 
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SOCIAL  WORKER. 

Troublesome  children,  whether  delinquent,  aggressive  or  withdrawn, 
are  generally  found  to  be  unhappy  children,  and  one  of  the  aims  of  a 
social  worker  is  to  find  if  the  cause  is  in  the  child’s  home  environment. 
She  must  take  great  care  not  to  be  too  “scientific”  in  dealing  with  children 
and  to  remember  that  the  greatest  wisdom  lies  in  having  an  “understanding 
heart”.  Social  service  means  friendship,  and  the  best  way  of  helping  is  to 
be  a good  listener  rather  than  a good  enquirer.  People  will  talk  freely 
and  openly  only  to  those  in  whom  they  have  confidence. 

It  is  most  noticeable  that  the  mothers,  and  the  fathers,  too,  if  they 
happen  to  be  home  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  welcome  the  social  worker 
and  appreciate  the  value  of  the  interview  with  her.  They  feel  they  can  talk 
freely  to  her,  as  she  is  outside  their  family  pattern  of  life,  and  this,  in  most 
cases,  helps  to  relieve  any  tension  in  the  home  and  does  much  to  help 
relationships  with  a disturbed  child. 

During  the  interview  the  social  worker  is  able  to  study  the  relation- 
ships between  father,  mother  and  child,  and  discern  the  dominant  person- 
ality. Gentle  hints  and  tactful  suggestions  greatly  help  the  mother,  or 
father,  to  see  where  their  inadequacy  may  lie. 

One  mother  was  in  such  a neurotic  state  that  if  her  next  door  neigh- 
bour’s children  failed  to  call  for  her  child  when  on  their  way  to  school, 
she  began  to  wonder  if  her  child  was  “odd”  and  disliked  by  his  fellow- 
playmates.  To  try  and  allay  her  fears,  she  stops  the  boy  from  going  out 
to  play  and  sets  him  tidying  her  play  cupboard,  etc.  Needless  to  say  this 
over-anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  mother  re-acted  on  the  child,  and  he  began 
to  suffer  from  enuresis. 


PSYCHIATRIST. 

The  past  year  has  seen  a most  gratifying  growth  and  development  of 
the  work  of  the  Clinic.  There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  total 
case  load  being  handled  and  simultaneously  it  has  been  possible  to  devote 
more  time  and  resources  to  each  patient  and  especially  to  following  cases 
through  more  satisfactorily.  In  a perusal  of  previous  years’  reports  we  find 
“Since  the  psychiatrist  can  give  only  one  weekly  session  to  this  work,  the 
time  available  for  him  to  carry  out  prolonged  therapy  is  extremely  limited” 
(1956). 

A major  step  toward  overcoming  this  difficulty  has  now  been  taken, 
in  that  the  psychiatrist  since  1st  September  has  attended  for  two  sessions 
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each  week.  This  makes  it  possible  for  patients  to  be  seen  at  more  regular 
intervals,  and  for  the  psychiatrist  to  fulfil  a much  more  therapeutic  as  dis- 
tinct from  a simple  diagnostic  role.  Whilst  it  would  still  be  possible  for 
the  psychiatrist  usefully  to  devote  more  time  to  the  work  of  the  Clinic  the 
extra  session  makes  it  possible  to  say  that  an  adequate  psychiatric  service 
is  now  provided.  This  is  less  to  be  seen  in  a direct  increase  in  the  number  of 
patients  handled,  as  in  more  adequate  treatment  and  follow-through. 
Previously  many  cases  were  seen  by  the  psychiatrist  on  only  one  single 
occasion,  when  a diagnosis  was  made,  and  after  which  it  was  left  to  the 
parents  to  communicate  with  the  Clinic  in  the  event  of  difficulty.  Now  the 
cases  are  reviewed  after  an  interval  and  treatment  properly  sustained.  An 
interesting  innovation  is  that  largely  because  of  the  psychiatrist’s  other 
commitments  the  extra  session  had  to  be  an  evening  one. 

This,  in  fact,  has  proved  most  useful  as  fathers  of  the  children  attend- 
ing are  often  more  able  and  willing  to  come  to  the  Clinic  in  the  evening, 
after  their  normal  working  hours,  and,  as  a result,  the  very  important  task 
of  seeing  and  discussing  the  child’s  problem  with  the  father  is  now  proving 
much  simpler.  A second  major  weakness  noted  last  year  was  the  lack 
of  a social  worker.  This  has  also  been  overcome  by  the  appointment  of 
Mrs.  Lyth,  who  has  commenced  her  duties  in  an  exemplary  fashion,  and 
whose  home  visits  and  reports  are  greatly  enriching  the  work  done. 
Finally,  the  appointment  of  a secretary  who  is  free  from  other  duties  in  the 
Clinic  and  the  purchase  of  a dictating  machine  has  made  possible  the 
maintenance  of  more  satisfactory  records,  and  a great  improvement  in  the 
adequacy  of  reports  and  letters  to  outside  doctors  and  other  agencies  whose 
co-operation  in  treatment  is  esssential. 


An  analysis  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the 

follow- 

ing  table. 

Table  V. 

Number  of  new  cases 

• • • • • • • . • 

... 

72 

Total  number  of  interviews 

Sources  of  Ref  err  al. 

...  ...  ... 

... 

117 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer 

...  ...  ... 

... 

8 

School  iVledical  Officers 

...  ...  ... 

... 

11 

Consultant  Paediatricians 

...  ...  ... 

... 

4 

Medical  Practitioners  ... 

...  ...  ... 

... 

21 

Schools  ... 

...  ...  ... 

... 

12 

Parents  ... 

...  ...  ... 

... 

8 

Probation  Officers 

...  ...  ... 

... 

7 

N.S.P.C.C 

... 

... 

1 

72 

61 


Children  who  have  been  interviewed  and  received  Psychotherapeutic  Treatment 


Backwardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Behaviour  Disorders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Enuresis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Faecal  incontinence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Schizophrenia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Speech  problems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nightmares  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 


117 


Psychological  Record. 

(1)  Educational  Retardation 

General  backwardness  . . . 
Backwardness  in  Reading 
Backwardness  in  Arithmetic 
Backwardness  in  Spelling 


68 

8 

7 

2 


(2)  Personality  Maladjustment 

General  Instability 

• • . ... 

... 

23 

Anxiety  or  Obsessional  States 

• • • ... 

... 

4 

Night  Terrors,  Nightmares,  Sleep-walking 

• • • • • • 

... 

3 

Emotional  retardation  and  regression... 

... 

... 

9 

(3)  Habit  Disorders 

Enuresis  and  soiling 

• . • • • • 

... 

20 

Speech  defect  ... 

...  ... 

• • • 

6 

(4)  Anti-social  Tendencies 

Unmanageable  Behaviour 

...  ... 

17 

Aggression,  Temper-tantrums 

...  ... 

1 

Truancv  and  Wandering 

...  ... 

7 

Theft 

...  ... 

15 

Lying 

...  ... 

6 

Malicious  Mischief 

... 

1 

(5)  Social  Difficulties 

Strong  Physical  Factors 

...  ... 

... 

13 

Strong  Home  Factors  ... 

... 

. . ... 

19 

Hereditary  Factors 

...  ... 

... 

1 

Non-co-operation 

...  • • • 

• • • 

3 

(6)  Special  Interviews 

I.Q  and  advice 

...  ... 

... 

114 

Range  of  Intelligence. 

Intelligence  Quotient. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

130 -f-  Very  superior  intelligence 

8 

10 

18 

116  — 129  Superior  intelligence  ... 

7 

17 

24 

86  — 115  Average  intelligence 

58 

32 

90 

70  — 85  Dull  and  backward 

30 

21 

51 

69  and 

under  Mentally  handicapped  ... 

29 

22 

51 

Unable  to  be  tested 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

134 

105 

239 
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Age  Range. 

Years  (3—7)  (8—11) 

(12—14) 

(15  + ) Total 

Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 

Boys  Girls 

Boys  Girls  Boys 

Girls 

34  18  72  40 

19  40 

9 7 134 

105 

Total  52  112 

59 

16  239 

Reports. 

Schools 

130 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer  ... 

38 

School  Medical  Officers 

44 

Consultant  Paediatricians  ... 

10 

Medical  Practitioners 

33 

Probation  Officers 

13 

Speech  Therapy  Department 

3 

N.S.P.C.C.  ... 

2 

Interviews. 

Parents 

308 

Probation  Officers 

... 

... 

6 

N.S.P.C.C 

... 

2 

Visitors  to  Clinic 

... 

... 

61 

Visits  to 

Schools 

103 

Homes 

... 

... 

107 

Examinations 

Intelligence  Tests  (individual) 

... 

... 

239 

Treatment. 

Psychological  T reatment 



31 

Psychotherapeutic  Treatment 

... 

...  ...  ... 

45 

Educational  Treatment. 

Reading 



14  Returned... 

6 

Arithmetic 

, , , • % • 

9 Returned... 

4 

English  and  spelling  ... 

...  ... 

4 Returned... 

2 

COMPLETION  OF  STATUTORY  FORMS. 

Statutory  forms  were  completed  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for 
some  of  the  children  tested  by  the  Education  Psychologist.  The  finding 
and/or  recommendation  were  as  set  out  below. 


Incapable  of  receiving  educadon  at  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ ,3  5,  33  33  (inexpedient)  — 

Requiring  special  school  for  educationally  subnormal  pupils  ...  ...  33 

Educationally  subnormal — requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school...  3 

D ecision  deferred — re-testing  recommended  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  remain  at  ordinary  school  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  recommendation  made — leaving  school  and  not  requiring  supervision  2 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  81  children  awaiting  admission  to 
special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  children,  75  of  these  having 
been  recommended  for  day  school  and  6 for  residential  school. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE  SPEECH  THERAPIST. 
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Defective 

Hard  of 

Stammer. 

Articulation. 

Hearing. 

Total  number  on  register  1.1.57  ... 

92 

340 

5 

Admissions  ... 

23 

83 

3 

115 

423 

8 

Discharges 

35 

126 

3 

Number  on  register  31.12.57 

80 

297 

5 

% attendance  during  the  year  has  been 

87 

86 

83 

The  number  on  the  register  includes  100 

children  from  the  followin 

schools  who  are  not  receiving  attention  owing  to  staff  shortage : - 

Frederick  Nattrass 

12 

St.  Joseph’s 

3 

St.  John’s 

8 

Ragworth  ... 

9 

Mill  Lane 

14 

Redbrook  ... 

10 

Portrack 

14 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

6 

Bowesfield  Lane  ... 

10 

Roseworth 

14 

100 


Of  the  35  cases  of  stammering  that  have  been  discharged,  25  have 
left  having  attained  normal  speech;  2 reached  school  leaving  age  and 
although  not  quite  clear  of  stammering,  further  treatment  was  considered 
unnecesary,  1 will  be  recommended  to  continue  treatment  at  the  evening 
classes;  3 have  left  the  area;  2 were  withdrawn  by  their  parents,  who 
preferred  that  their  children  should  remain  in  school;  2 boys  who  have 
had  treatment  over  a number  of  years  and  who  now  have  only  a slight 
and  occasional  stammer  have  been  discharged  because  it  is  believed  that 
they  have  sufficient  confidence  to  make  unaided  progress  to  a complete 
recovery. 

Of  the  126  cases  of  defective  articulation  discharged,  98  have 
attained  normal  speech;  10  have  left  the  area;  11  have  made  the  maximum 
possible  improvement  in  view  of  mental  and  physical  difficulties;  after 
discussion  with  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  2 were  withdrawn  as  being 
unsuitable  for  Speech  Therapy;  4 ceased  to  attend  and  1,  after  being 
admitted  for  treatment  for  defective  articulation,  was  found  to  be  hard  of 
hearing  and  has  been  transferred  to  the  lip-reading  classes. 
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Both  of  the  hard  of  hearing  cases  that  have  been  discharged  are  lip 
reading  sufficiently  well  to  hold  their  own  in  school;  one  boy  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Middlesbrough  School  for  the  Deaf. 

The  report  shows  that  100  children  from  various  schools  who  were 
reciving  lesons  in  remedial  speech  during  the  time  that  a speech  specialist 
was  employed  on  this  branch  of  the  work  are  now  awaiting  the  appointment 
of  another  speech  specialist  before  treatment  can  be  continued  in  school. 

In  1954,  after  Miss  Cook,  Speech  Therapist,  resigned,  the  work  of 
the  Speech  Clinic  was  left  in  the  hands  of  two  people,  a speech  therapist 
and  a speech  specialist.  Visits  to  schools  were  then  put  on  a fortnightly 
or  monthly  basis  in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  children  who  had  been 
admitted.  This  attempt  to  cover  so  much  work  was  not  successful  because 
it  was  impossible  for  two  people  to  cope  adequately  with  the  numbers  of 
children  scattered  all  over  the  town.  The  numbers  recommended  by  the 
College  of  Speech  Therapists  and  accepted  by  the  Ministry  for  speech 
therapy,  are  approximately  70  cases  per  week  for  each  therapist;  where 
children  are  seen  individually  a smaller  case  load  is  acceptable  so  that 
when  both  individual  and  group  work  is  undertaken  it  is  left  to  the  speech 
therapist  to  realise  a number  somewhere  between  these  two  figures. 

Facing  a serious  shortage  of  teachers,  Miss  Dinwoodie’s  services  as 
speech  specialist  to  the  Clinic  were  withdrawn  and  she  was  transferred 
to  the  pool  of  teaching  staffs  of  the  schools.  This  transfer  resulted  in  her 
subsequent  resignation,  which  is  a loss  to  the  Speech  Clinic  and  ultimately 
no  gain  to  the  schools. 

In  view  of  the  past  failure  of  two  workers  to  deal  with  so  many  cases 
of  speech  defect  it  was  thought  advisable  to  keep  fewer  children  under 
treatment  in  order  to  keep  a more  effective  grasp  on  their  needs;  therefore 
when  schools  resumed  in  September,  Head  Teachers  of  Schools  affected 
by  this  shortage  of  staff  received  a copy  of  the  following  letter  from  Miss 
Knight : — 

“ I am  sorry  to  have  to  write  to  tell  you  that  until  Miss  Dinwoodie  is  replaced 
I cannot  continue  with  the  Speech  Therapy  service  direct  to  your  department  as 
in  the  past.  If,  meanwhile,  any  of  the  children  concerned  show  a marked  regression 
or  if  any  child  is  admitted  whose  school  work  is  hampered  by  unintelligible 
speech  or  by  stammering,  I should  be  grateful  if  you  will  let  me  know  and  I will  do 
what  I can  to  help  with  such  cases.” 

Meanwhile,  through  time,  the  parents  of  those  children  who  have  been 
in  attendance  at  Miss  Dinwoodie’s  classes  will  be  enabled  to  bring  their 
children  to  the  central  clinic. 
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If  at  some  future  time  it  is  possible  to  re-commence  the  Speech 
Specialist’s  work  in  schools.,  the  immediate  situation  will  call  for  two  Speech 
Specialists  in  order  to  carry  out  adequately  the  work  with  minor  defects 
of  articulation  as  requested  by  Head  Teachers,  especially  by  those  from 
Infant  Departments  where  the  work  is  most  effective,  a situation  which  can 
only  become  more  intense  as  the  projected  new  schools  develop. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

There  is  at  present  only  one  Dental  Officer,  the  post  at  the  second 
Dental  Clinic  having  been  vacant  since  the  end  of  March,  1957,  despite 
repeated  advertising  of  the  vacancy. 

The  Table  shown  below  gives  details  of  dental  inspection  and  treat- 
ment during  1957. 

Number  of  pupils  inspected— (a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  ...  ...  9,651 

(b)  As  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  712 

Total 10,363 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,177 

Number  offered  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5, 1 77 

Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,219 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  3,641 

Half  days  devoted  to — Periodic  School  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  74 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  373 

Total 447 

Fillings — Permanent  Teeth ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,418 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Total 1,440 

Number  of  teeth  filled— Permanent  Teeth  1,400 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Total 1,422 

Extractions — Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,041 

Temporaryp'eeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,832 

Total 3,873 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  : — 851 
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Orthodontics  : — 

Cases  commenced  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  ...  ...  ...  11 

Cases  completed  during  the  year ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cases  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pupils  treated  with  appliances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Removable  appliances  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fixed  appliances  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  dentures  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  operations — Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  570 

Temporary  Teeth  106 


Total 676 


CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  head  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  totalled 
48,062.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  inspections  this  year  and  last  has 
been  due  to  the  School  Nurses  giving  up  some  of  their  available  sessions 
in  order  to  help  at  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  sessions.  The  number  of 
individual  children  found  to  be  unclean  was  1,311,  this  number  including 
all  cases  of  head  infestation,  however  slight.  390  children  were  asked  to 
report  at  the  School  Clinic  for  further  examination,  and  the  parents  were 
given  advice  regarding  future  treatment. 

In  cases  where  there  is  illness  at  home,  or  the  mother  appears  unable 
to  manage,  the  School  Nurses  help  by  allowing  the  children  to  attend  at 
one  of  the  School  Clinics  for  periodic  inspection  and  advice  and  for  treat- 
ment when  required. 

DAY  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL  FOR  DELICATE  CHILDREN. 

The  school  has  accommodation  for  140  children,  but  since  the  Mid- 
summer Holiday  the  number  on  the  roll  has  been  kept  down  to  around 
120  in  order  that  teachers  may  be  able  to  give  more  individual  attention 
to  the  children,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  now  quite  a 
number  of  physically  handicapped  children  in  attendance. 

One  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  makes  regular  weekly  visits  to  the 
school  to  note  the  progress  of  the  children.  Those  leaving  the  Open  Air 
School  are  kept  under  observation  for  twelve  months  after  discharge  and, 
if  found  necessary,  are  re-admitted.  Six  children  were  re-admitted  during 
the  year. 
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Most  of  those  admitted  to  the  school  are  of  delicate  physique  or 
suffering  from  such  diseases  as  anaemia.,  bronchitis,  asthma,  rheumatism, 
heart  disease  or  non-infective  tuberculosis,  or  are  convalescent  after  illness 
or  operation. 

During  1957,  52  children  were  admitted  to  the  school,  the  various 
ailments  for  which  they  were  admitted  being  as  set  out  below : — 


Delicate  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Convalescence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Physically  handicapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nervousness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Non-infective  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enlarged  glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


52 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  immunisation  of,  and  giving  of  re-inforcing  doses  to  school 
children  continued  in  1957. 

149  children  attending  Infant  Departments  and  65  children  attending 
Junior  Departments,  who  had  not  previously  been  immunised,  were  im- 
munised, a slight  increase  compared  with  1956. 

Booster  doses  were  given  to  229  children  attending  Infant  Depart- 
ments and  313  to  children  attending  Junior  Departments. 


HENRY  J.  PETERS, 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 
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